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DEDICATED 

TO 
MY SISTER NELLIE   

"Oh we're back in the Balkans again, 
Back to the joy and the pain

 

What if it burns or it blows or it snows? 
We're back to the Balkans again. 
Back, where to-morrow the quick may be 
dead, 
With a hole in his heart or a ball in his head

 

Back, where the passions are rapid and red

 

Oh, we're back to the Balkans again! "  

           SONG OF THE BALKAN PENINSULA.           



PREFACE 

IF a book cannot speak for itself, it is idle to speak for it. I 
will wa s te bu t few words on a Prefa ce. In m y two p revious 
Ba lka n books I s t rove to give th e n a t ion a l poin ts of view, 
th e a im s a n d a s p ira t ion s , th e m a n n ers a n d cu s tom s , of 
the Serbs and of the mixed population of Macedonia.  

I would now do the same for the people of High Albania.  

From th e m a s s of m a ter ia l a ccu m u la ted in a n eigh t 
m on th s ' tou r , togeth er with th a t collected on p reviou s 
vis its to Alba n ia , it is h a rd to kn ow wh a t to s elect , a n d 
wa n t of s pa ce h a s forced m e to om it a lm os t a s m u ch a s I 
have put in, of folklore, custom, and tradition.  

Th e la n d is on e s o lit t le kn own to En glis h t ra vellers th a t I 
h a ve given ra th er a com preh en s ive view of it a s a wh ole 
th a n deta ils of a n y s pecia l b ra n ch of s tu dy, a n d h a ve 
repor ted wh a t th e peop le th em s elves s a id ra th er th a n pu t 
forwa rd views of m y own wh ich a re bu t th os e of a n 
ou ts ider . Of ou ts iders ' views on Ba lka n p rob lem s we a re, 
most of us, tired.  

For a n y s u cces s I m a y h a ve ob ta in ed , I a m in deb ted 
en t irely to th e k in d a n d m os t gen erou s h elp I m et on th e 
wa y from a ll a n d s u n dry m ore es pecia lly to th e 
Fra n cis ca n s a n d Mis s ion p r ies ts of th e m ou n ta in s , a n d to 
m y gu ide Ma rko; bu t a ls o to m y h os ts a n d gu ides of a ll 
ra ces a n d religion s . Fa ith fu l, cou ra geou s , a n d h os p ita b le, 
it is perh a ps wr it ten in th e Book of Fa te th a t I s h a ll s ee 
m a n y of th em n o m ore, bu t "if a Ma n be Gra ciou s a n d 
[Page] Cou r teou s to Stra n gers , it s h ewes h e is a Cit izen of 
th e Worlde; a n d th a t h is Hea r te is n o Is la n d , cu t off from 
oth er La n ds , bu t is a Con t in en t th a t joyn es th em ." An d 
th ey will n ot h a ve pa s s ed a cros s m y life in va in , if from 
th is b r ief record s om e few rea ders lea rn a t ru er in s igh t 
into the character of the mountain tribesman  

La s t ly, I wou ld s a y th a t , th ou gh I m a de very ca refu l 
in qu iry in m a n y p la ces before record in g a n y cu s tom , 
er rors m u s t h a ve crep t in , a n d for th em I a lon e a m 
responsible.  

M.E.D.                                                    September 1909.  
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CHAPTER I 
THE LAND OF THE LIVING PAST   

"Of old sat Freedom on the heights"  
THE grea t r iver of life flows n ot even ly for a ll peop les . 

In p la ces it cra wls s lu ggis h ly th rou gh du ll fla ts , a n d th e 
monuments of a dim past moulder upon the banks that it 
h a s n o force to overflow; in oth ers it da s h es forwa rd 
tor ren t ia lly, ca rvin g n ew beds , s weep in g a wa y old 
la n dm a rks ; or it b rea ks in to ba ckwa ters a pa r t from th e 
m a in s t rea m , a n d s a gs to a n d fro, ch oked with th e 
flotsam and jetsam of all the ages.  

Su ch ba ckwa ters of life exis t in m a n y corn ers of 
Europe bu t m os t of a ll in th e Nea r Ea s t . For folk in s u ch 
la n ds t im e h a s a lm os t s tood s t ill. Th e wa n derer from th e 
Wes t s ta n ds a wes tru ck a m on gs t th em , filled with va gu e 
m em ories of th e cra d le of h is ra ce, s a yin g, "Th is d id I do 
s om e th ou s a n ds of yea rs a go; th u s d id I lie in wa it for 
m in e en em y; s o th ou gh t I a n d s o a cted I in th e begin n in g 
of Time."  

High Alba n ia is on e of th es e corn ers . I s a y High 
Alba n ia a dvis ed ly, for th e con d it ion s th a t p reva il in it a re 
very d ifferen t from th os e in Sou th Alba n ia , a n d it is with 
th e wildes t pa r ts of High Alba n ia a lon e th a t th is book 
deals.  

Th e h is tory of Alba n ia , a com plica ted ta le of extreme 
in teres t , rem a in s to be wr it ten s t ra n ge th a t it s h ou ld be 
s o. Th e cla im s of Greek , Bu lga r , a n d Serb in th e Ba lka n 
pen in s u la a re well kn own ; s o a re th e des ires of Au s tr ia , 
Ru s s ia , a n d Ita ly. Bu t it h a s been th e fa s h ion a lwa ys to 
ign ore th e r igh ts a n d cla im s of th e oldes t in h a b ita n t of 
the land, the Albanian, and every plan for the reformation 
or recon s tru ct ion of th e Nea r Ea s t th a t h a s don e s o h a s 
failed.  

"Con s ta n t in op le," s a ys th e Alba n ia n , "is th e key of 
the Near East, and Albania is the key of Constantinople."  

The history of every people is a great epic, the writing 
of wh ich is beyon d m e. Th e followin g b r ief s ketch s h ows 
on ly th e pa s s in g of th e peop les th a t h a ve s wa yed th e 
for tu n es of Nor th Alba n ia , bu t n ever yet s u bdu ed its 
stubborn individuality.  

Illy rian Period (from abou t 700 B.C. to 230 B.C.). A 
fierce t r iba l peop le, kn own a s Illyr ia n s , a re recorded a s 
dwellin g in th e la n ds n ow kn own a s Mon ten egro, High 
Alba n ia , th e Herzegovin a , a n d Bos n ia . Abou t 300 B.C. 



th ey were in va ded by th e Celts , wh o h a ve p roba b ly left a 
deep m a rk on th e peop le of to-da y by th e in fu s ion of 
Celtic blood.  

Rom an Period . Fierce figh ters a n d in vetera te p ira tes , 
th e Illyr ia n s b rou gh t down u pon th em s elves a Rom a n 
punitive expedition in 230 B.C., and, after a long struggle, 
Illyr ia beca m e a Rom a n p rovin ce. Gen t iu s , la s t k in g of 
Illyr ia , wa s defea ted a n d ca p tu red a t Scodra in 169 B.C. 
Th e la n d m u s t h a ve been th ick ly popu la ted , for th e 
Rom a n s were lon g in s u bdu in g it . Th ou s a n ds of 
p reh is tor ic gra ves exis t in va s t cem eter ies th rou gh out 
Bos n ia a n d th e Herzegovin a s im ila r on es a re fou n d in 
Servia , Mon ten egro, a n d High Alba n ia . Th ey yield m a n y 
b ron ze a n d iron ob jects of th e h igh es t in teres t , for th e 
pa t tern s a re s t ill worn , or h a ve been t ill recen t ly, by th e 
pea s a n ts of Bos n ia , Servia , Alba n ia , even of Bu lga r ia . Th e 
rayed ball or circle is not only a common pattern in silver, 
but is also a traditional tattoo pattern (see illustration).   

  

1. Prehistoric Bronze Ornament, Bosnia (Sarajevo 
Museum, Sjeversko, T. 2).  

2. Modern Silver Earring, of type common to Bosnia, 
Servia, Bulgaria, and Kosovo Vilayet.  

3, 4, 5, 6. Common Catholic Bosnian Tattoos.  

Rom e fou n d s om e of h er bes t s old iers a m on g th e 
figh t in g t r ibes m en , a n d m ore th a n on e Em peror
Dioclet ia n a n d Con s ta n t in e th e Grea t , a n d m a n y of les s er 
note, were of native blood.  

In th e m ou n ta in s , it wou ld s eem th e n a t ives reta in ed 
th eir own s peech th rou gh ou t . In th e fa t p la in la n ds of th e 
peninsu la th e Rom a n s left La t in d ia lects . Th e Rou m a n ia n 
la n gu a ge s t ill s u rvives . Th e La t in d ia lect of Illyr ia , s poken 
u n ivers a lly in th e coa s t town s in th e Midd le Ages , d ied 
ou t a t th e en d of th e n in eteen th cen tu ry, on th e is la n d of 
Veglio.  

Ch r is t ia n ity rea ch ed th e Da lm a t ia n coa s t a s ea r ly a s 
th e fir s t cen tu ry. In th e in ter ior it m a de lit t le p rogres s t ill 
the fourth.  



Th e t ra n s feren ce of th e ca p ita l of th e Rom a n Em pire 
to Byza n t iu m h a d bu t lit t le effect on Illyr ia , wh ich 
rem a in ed pa r t of th e Pa tr ia rch a te of Rom e. An d to Rom e 
th e des cen da n ts of th e Illyr ia n s h a ve to a la rge exten t 
remained faithful.  

S ervian Period (S even th Cen tury to Fourteen th 
Century). Th e n ext even t of im por ta n ce wa s th e Sla von ic 
in va s ion . Th e a n ces tors of th e m odern Servia n s pou red 
in to th e pen in s u la in ir res is t ib le n u m bers , overpowered 
th e in h a b ita n ts , a n d rea ch ed th e Da lm a t ia n coa s t , 
bu rn in g th e Rom a n town of Sa lon a , 609 A.D. Serb 
in flu en ce grew s t ron ger a n d s t ron ger . At fir s t a s t r ibes 
s u zera in to Byza n t iu m , a n d th en a s a n in depen den t 
kingdom , th ey dom in a ted th e wes t s ide of th e pen in s u la , 
a n d fin a lly, u n der th e Nem a n ja k in gs in th e th ir teen th 
a n d fou r teen th cen tu r ies , a lm os t th e wh ole of it . Th e 
Ven et ia n s ca m e in a s p rotectors of th e rem a in in g La t in 
coa s t popu la t ion in th e eleven th cen tu ry, a n d crep t by 
degrees along Dalmatia.  

Th e in ru s h in g Sla v a ppea rs n ot s o m u ch to h a ve 
d is p la ced th e n a t ive popu la t ion of old Illyr ia a s to h a ve 
a bs orbed it . Th ere is n o record of wh en th e n a t ive Illyr ia n 
la n gu a ge d ied ou t in Bos n ia , n or to wh a t exten t it h ad 
been rep la ced by a La t in s peech by th e t im e th e Sla vs 
a r r ived . In Alba n ia it n ever d ied ou t , bu t s u rvives to-day 
a s m odern Alba n ia n . An d with th e la n gu a ge h a s s u rvived 
th e fierce ra cia l in s t in ct , wh ich to th is da y m a kes th e 
Albanian regard the Slav as his first and worst foe.  

Em pires ca m e a n d wen t , a n d pa s s ed over th e 
Alba n ia n a s does wa ter off a du ck 's ba ck . In th e 
fa s tn es s es , wh ich h e h eld , h e wa s n ever m ore th a n 
n om in a lly con qu ered , a n d reta in ed h is m a rked 
in d ividu a lity a n d cu s tom s . He wa s p roba b ly on e of th e 
ca u s es of th e in s ta b ility of th e s u cces s ive m ed iæ va l 
k in gdom s , wh ich were a ll, in deed , bu t loos ely s t ru n g 
collections of temporarily suzerain tribes.  

To race hatred was added religious hatred. The Slavs, 
con ver ted to Ch r is t ia n ity by m is s ion a r ies from Sa lon ika 
in th e n in th cen tu ry, decided even tu a lly for th e Ea s tern 
Church. The Albanian remained faithful to Rome.  

A cer ta in Frère Broch a rd in 1332 th e pa lm y da ys of 
th e Grea t Servia n Em pire gives a vivid p ictu re of th e 
hatred of the Albanian for Serb rule.  

"Th ere is a m on g oth er th in gs , on e th a t m a kes it 
m u ch ea s ier to ta ke th is k in gdom (Servia ). . . . Th ere a re 



two people, the Abbanois and the Latins, who belong both 
to th e Ch u rch of Rom e. . . . Th e La t in s h a ve s ix cit ies a n d 
a s m a n y b is h ops . Anthiba ire (An t iva r i), Ca th a re (Ca t ta ro), 
Du lced in e (Du lcign o), Su a cin en s e (?), Scu ta r i, a n d 
Drivasto. In th es e on ly La t in s live. Ou ts ide th e wa lls of 
th em a re Abba n ois , wh o h a ve fou r cit ies , Pola t m a jor a n d 
Pola t m in or (th e t r iba l d is t r icts of Upper a n d Lower 
Pu la t i), Sa bba te (d ioces e of Sa ppa ), a n d Alba n ie (d ioces e 
of Du ra zzo). Th es e, with th e s ix a bove, a re u n der th e 
Arch b is h op of An t iva r i. Th es e Abba n ois h a ve a la n gu a ge 
qu ite oth er th a n La t in , bu t u s e in th eir books La t in 
let ters . Both th es e peop le a re oppres s ed u n der th e very 
h a rd s ervitu de of th e m os t h a tefu l a n d a bom in a b le 
lords h ip of th e Sla vs . If th ey s a w a Pr in ce of Fra n ce 
com in g towa rds th em , th ey wou ld m a ke h im Du ke 
a ga in s t th e a ccu rs ed Sla vs , th e en em ies of th e t ru th a n d 
of ou r fa ith . A th ou s a n d ca va liers a n d five or s ix 
ba t ta lion s , with th e a fores a id Abba n ois a n d La t in s , wou ld 
with ease conquer this kingdom, great and such as it is."  

An d n o s oon er d id th e Servia n Em pire b rea k u p a fter 
th e dea th of Ts a r Du s h a n in 1356 , th a n th e Alba n ia n s 
a ros e, a n d powerfu l ch iefs ru led s oon in la n ds th a t h a d 
been his.  

Th e Servia n k in gdom s h ra n k n or th wa rd . Th e 
Ba ls h a s , a lin e of ch iefta in s of Serb or igin , form ed a 
p r in cipa lity wh ich in t im e in clu ded a la rge pa r t of Alba n ia 
a n d th e Zeta (m odern Mon ten egro). Th ou gh of Serb or igin 
they were probably of mixed blood. Their sympathies were 
Alba n ia n , for th ey m a de a llia n ce with th e Alba n ia n 
ch iefta in s , a n d fou gh t a ga in s t Ma rko Kra ljevich , th e bes t 
beloved of Serb h eroes , wres t in g from h im Ipek a n d 
Prizren (1373).  

Down on th e s t ru gglin g m a s s of lit t le p r in cipa lit ies 
ca m e th e Tu rks . Greek , Bu lga r , a n d Serb were s h a t tered . 
Th e fin a l grea t victory of th e Tu rks a t Kos ovo es ta b lis h ed 
them in Europe to this day.  

Th e Alba n ia n s were th e la s t to fa ll. Led by th eir grea t 
h ero Sken derbeg, th ey offered a m a gn ificen t res is ta n ce. 
Bu t th ey h a d n ot ou tgrown th e t r iba l s ys tem , a n d on h is 
dea th (1467) b roke u p u n der r iva l ch iefs a n d were 
overpowered . An d a fter th is th e a n ces tors of m a n y of th e 
m odern t r ibes fled from Bos n ia a n d Ra s h ia , a n d refu ged 
in High Albania.  

As for th e very la rge popu la t ion th a t m u s t h a ve been 
of m ixed Serbo-Illyr ia n b lood , wh eth er th ey even tu a lly 



ca lled th em s elves Serb or Alba n ia n s eem s to h a ve la rgely 
depen ded u pon wh eth er th ey decided in fa vou r of Rom e 
or the Orthodox Church.  

There are certain old Roman Catholic communities in 
Bosnia that have preserved to this day the ancient Illyrian 
cu s tom of ta t tooin g. Th is is n ever p ra ct is ed by th e 
Or th odox or Mos lem Sla vs , bu t is com m on a m on g both 
Ca th olic a n d Mos lem Alba n ia n s . It is th erefore pos s ib le 
th a t th es e ta t tooed Bos n ia n s , th ou gh n ow Serboph on e, 
des cen d from th e p re-Sla von ic in h a b ita n ts , a n d h a ve n ot 
yet los t th e cu s tom of pu t t in g on a d is t in gu s h in g m a rk . It 
is of s pecia l in teres t to n ote th a t , of th e p res en t t r ibes in 
North Alba n ia , th e m os t ta t tooed a re th os e th a t rela te 
that they fled from Bosnia to avoid the Turks.  

Forced to a ccep t Tu rk is h s u zera in ty, th e pos it ion of 
th e Alba n ia n s wa s yet d ifferen t from th a t of th e oth er 
con qu ered peop les . Th ey reta in ed very m a n y p r ivileges, 
and remained semi-independent under their own chiefs.  

Th eir ra ce in s t in ct th e u n rea s on in g, b lin d in s t in ct of 
self-preservation drove th em ever a ga in s t th eir old foe, 
th e Sla v. Th ey d id n ot h a te th e Tu rk les s , bu t th ey h a ted 
th e Sla v m ore. Tu rn in g Mos lem in n u m bers , a n d th ereby 
ga in in g grea t in flu en ce u n der Tu rk is h ru le, Mos lem a n d 
Christian Albanian alike supported Turk against Slav.  

Alrea dy in th e s ixteen th cen tu ry th e Alba n ia n s bega n 
to go over to Is la m . To-da y two-th irds of th e Gh egs (Nor th 
Alba n ia n s ) a re Mos lem . Th e rea s on s a re n ot fa r to s eek . 
Sch ool for n a t ive p r ies ts th ere s eem s to h a ve been n on e. 
Foreign priests were often ignorant of native language and 
cu s tom . Th e b is h ops , la rgely foreign ers , s t rove on ly ea ch 
to ob ta in power for h im s elf. "Th e h u n gry s h eep looked u p 
and were not fed."  

As ea r ly a s 1684 th e qu a rrels of th e b is h ops for 
ter r itory h a d becom e s o b it ter th a t a com m is s ion wa s 
a ppoin ted to delim it th e b is h opr ics of Sa ppa , Du ra zzo, 
a n d Ales s io, a n d th e th ree b is h ops were s olem n ly a d jured 
to obs erve th es e lim its . "For it is n ot m eet th a t you r 
lords h ips s h ou ld con ten d fu r th er , beca u s e of th e s ca n da l 
th a t m a y be ca u s ed , n ot on ly a m on g th e fa ith fu l, bu t a ls o 
beca u s e of th e gra ve in con ven ien ces th a t a r is e from 
quarrels in those parts that are under the Turks."  

Yet in 1702 it was again necessary to call the bishops 
to order . Pope Clem en t XI., of Alba n ia n b lood on h is 
m oth er 's s ide, wis h fu l to s a ve h is Alba n ia n b reth ren , s en t 
Vicen t iu s Zm a jevich , Arch b is h op of An t iva r i, a s Vis ita tor 



Apostolicu s , to Alba n ia . After t ra vers in g th e m ou n ta in s 
a n d vis it in g a ll th e t r ibes , h e m a kes a m os t la m en ta b le 
repor t . Th e vin eya rds of th e Lord a re corru p t , des ola te, 
given over to pa ga n a n d Tu rk is h p ra ct ices ; th e b is h ops 
a re qu a rrellin g with on e a n oth er for va r iou s villa ges . Th e 
wors t ca s e h e gives is th a t of Pos tr ipa , for wh ich th ree 
b is h ops a t on ce con ten ded , wh ile th e peop le were left 
"with ou t lea der or s h eph erd , like a s ca t tered flock s u b ject 
to pers ecu t ion a n d oppres s ion ." To-da y a very la rge pa r t 
of Pos tr ipa is Mos lem , wh ich is n ot s u rp r is in g. Th a t a n y 
Ca th olics n ow rem a in in Nor th Alba n ia is m a in ly du e to 
th e effor ts of th e Fra n cis ca n s , of wh os e cou ra ge th ere ca n 
be n o qu es t ion , a n d wh o, th rou gh th e th ree da rkes t 
centuries, took Albania under their special care.  

During the years dating from the Turkish conquest to 
th e en d of th e eigh teen th cen tu ry, th e Alba n ia n s 
con t in u ed to p res s th e Sla vs ba ck a n d to reoccu py 
ter r itory. More th a n on ce, es pecia lly u n der th e powerfu l 
Pa s h a s of Scu ta r i th e Bu s h a t lis th ey were on th e poin t of 
ga in in g com plete in depen den ce; a n d , h a d th ey pos s es s ed 
organising power, would have done so.  

Bu t th ou gh th ey were a s er iou s da n ger to th e power 
of th e Tu rk in Eu rope, th eir s u cces s ive effor ts were 
doom ed to fa ilu re, owin g to th e wa n t of u n ity ca u s ed by 
th e t r iba l s ys tem . An d before th ey were rea dy to s ta n d 
a lon e th e t ide of Tu rk is h a ffa irs tu rn ed . Th e Serb a ros e; 
th e Sla v a ga in a ppea red a s in va der . Ru s s ia p rocla im ed a 
Holy Wa r to free th e Serbs a fter fou r cen tu r ies of 
oppression.  

Th e deta ils of th e Serb res u rrect ion , a n d of th e 
s u cces s ive Ru s s ia n ca m pa ign s , a re too well kn own a n d 
too recent to need re-telling.  

Th e Alba n ia n s h a d , a n d h a ve, n o a llied power to 
com e th u s to th eir a id . Th ey th rew a s ide p la n s of 
in depen den ce, a n d a ga in m a de com m on ca u s e with th e 
Tu rk a ga in s t th eir old en em y th e Sla v, in th e s t ru ggle for 
exis ten ce. Th is t im e th ey p la yed a los in g ga m e. Th ey h a d 
n ot m erely m ilita ry force to con ten d with , bu t a ls o th e 
forces of edu ca t ion a n d civilis a t ion . Between th e 
ca m pa ign s , Ru s s ia s pa red n eith er effor t n or m on ey to 
ra is e th e con d it ion of both Serb a n d Bu lga r . More 
es pecia lly between th e Cr im ea a n d th e wa r of 1876-77, 
m on ey wa s pou red in to Ma cedon ia a n d Bu lga r ia la vis h ly. 
Sch ools a n d ch u rch es were bu ilt , tea ch ers s en t to p rea ch 
the Panslavonic idea and fit the people for freedom.  



Th e Sla v t r iu m ph ed . Tu rkey, u t ter ly cru s h ed , h a d to 
a ccep t s u ch term s a s Eu rope ch os e to d icta te. An d with 
th e Tu rks fell th e Alba n ia n s . Th ey were in fa ct th e 
grea tes t s u fferers . As va lia n t ly a s a n y oth ers th ey h a d 
fou gh t for th eir fa th er la n d , bu t th ey were cla s s ed a s 
Turks and their claims ignored.  

Eu rope, too, wa s n ow a fra id of th e Sla v. To ch eck 
Sla von ic a dva n ce, th e wh olly Sla von ic la n ds were h a n ded 
over to Au s tr ia to be "a dm in is tered" (h a ve th eir Slavism 
cru s h ed ou t of th em ), a n d la n ds wh olly Alba n ia n were 
awarded to Montenegro.  

Th e Alba n ia n s flew to a rm s a n d s a ved th eir town s of 
Gu s in je a n d Tu zh i, bu t were ordered in s tea d to cede 
Du lcign o, on e of th eir bes t por ts . Never h a s th ere been a 
m ore m is ta ken p iece of bu llyin g th a n th e n a va l 
dem on s tra t ion , in s t iga ted by Gla ds ton e, to force th e 
ces s ion of th is wh olly Alba n ia n town . Th e la rge m a r it im e 
popu la t ion left it , a n d h a s n ever been rep la ced . Tra de h a s 
decrea s ed , a n d Du lcign o rem a in s a m on u m en t of 
diplom a tic b lu n der . Th e Mon ten egr in s h a ve been u n a b le 
to develop it ; it is a con s ta n t rem in der to th e Alba n ia n s 
th a t th ey m a y expect n o ju s t ice from Eu rope, a n d it h a s 
en h a n ced th eir h a tred of th e Sla v. Au s tr ia h a s ta ken 
a dva n ta ge of th is , a n d works u pon it . On ly la s t win ter , 
wh en wa r between Mon ten egro a n d Au s tr ia wa s 
im m in en t , th e Alba n ia n s were a dvis ed to a t ta ck 
s im u lta n eou s ly with Au s tr ia a n d redeem Du lcign o, a n d 
were offered rifles.  

Nor th Alba n ia is a h otbed of Au s tr ia n in t r igu e. Th e 
Au s tr ia n Con s u l-genera l even ta kes it on h im s elf to s py 
th e a ct ion s of tou r is ts , a s th ou gh th e la n d were a lrea dy 
under Austrian jurisdiction.  

Scu ta r i s wa rm s with foreign con s u ls , a n d th e 
Alba n ia n h a s a cqu ired th e ba d h a b it of cryin g to on e a n d 
th e oth er for h elp . Au s tr ia , by la vis h expen d itu re, s t r ives 
to bu y u p th e t r ibes . Ita ly offers cou n ter a t t ra ct ion s . Th e 
Alba n ia n h a s lea rn t by lon g p ra ct ice h ow to p la y off on e 
a ga in s t th e oth er . He a ccep ts m on ey u pon occa s ion from 
ea ch a n d a ll th a t offer it , a n d u s es it for h is p r iva te en ds . 
Th is a n n oys th e con s u ls . Th ey h a te to be ou twit ted a t 
th eir own ga m e, to fin d th a t wh en th ey m ea n to u s e h im 
a s a pa wn h e cr ies , "Ch eck to you r k in g!" Th ey ca ll h im 
bad names but it is only the "pot calling the kettle black"
and they offer bigger bribes.  



"'Will you wa lk in to m y pa r lou r? '" s a id th e s p ider to 
th e fly." An d s h ou ld h e ever ra s h ly wa lk in to eith er , h e 
will rue the day.  

On e m u s t live in Scu ta r i to rea lis e th e a m ou n t of 
s pyin g a n d wire-pu llin g ca r r ied on by th e Powers u n der 
pretence of spreading sweetness and light.  

Th e Alph a bet qu es t ion will s u ffice a s a s a m ple. In 
ea r ly da ys a n a lph a bet wa s m a de by Bis h op Bogda n , a n d 
u s ed by th e J es u its for a ll Alba n ia n p r in ted m a t ter 
requ ired by th e ch u rch . Br iefly, it is th e La t in a lph a bet 
with fou r a dd it ion a l fa n cy let ters . Th e s pellin g u s ed is 
oth erwis e a s in Ita lia n . Help from with ou t h a d en a b led 
Greek , Serb , a n d Bu lga r u n der Tu rk is h ru le to h a ve 
s ch ools in th eir own ton gu es . Th e n a tu ra l res u lt h a s been 
th a t ea ch in tu rn h a s revolted , a n d , s o fa r a s pos s ib le, 
won freedom from Tu rk is h ru le. An d th os e th a t h a ve n ot 
yet don e s o look forwa rd , in s p ite of th e You n g Tu rk , to 
ultimate union with their kin.  

Alba n ia a woke la te to th e va lu e of edu ca t ion a s a 
m ea n s of ob ta in in g n a t ion a l freedom , a n d dem a n ded 
n a t ion a l s ch ools . Bu t th e Tu rks , too, h a d th en lea rn t by 
exper ien ce. Th ey rep lied , "We h a ve h a d qu ite en ou gh of 
s ch ools in n a t ion a l la n gu a ges . No, you don 't !" a n d 
prohibited, under heavy penalty, not only schools, but the 
printing of the language.  

Th e on ly pos s ib le s ch ools were th os e fou n ded by 
Au s tr ia a n d Ita ly, os ten s ib ly to give religiou s in s t ru ct ion . 
Th es e u s ed th e J es u its ' a lph a bet . Ten yea rs a go s om e 
pa tr iot ic Alba n ia n s , h ea ded by th e Abbot of th e Mird ites , 
decided th a t th e s im ple La t in a lph a bet wa s fa r m ore 
p ra ct ica l. Th ey recon s tru cted th e or th ogra ph y of th e 
la n gu a ge, u s in g on ly La t in let ters , a n d offered th eir 
s im p le a n d p ra ct ica l s ys tem to th e Au s tr ia n s ch ools , 
volunteering to translate and prepare the necessary books 
if Au s tr ia wou ld p r in t th em neith er s ide to be pa id . A 
wh ole s et of books wa s m a de rea dy a n d pu t in u s e. 
Edu ca t ion wa s a t la s t firm ly s ta r ted ; it rem a in ed on ly to 
go forwa rd . Bu t a u n ited a n d edu ca ted Alba n ia wa s th e 
la s t th in g Au s tr ia wis h ed to s ee. Fa ced with a pa tr iot ic 
n a t ive clergy a n d a com m it tee s t r ivin g for n a t ion a l 
developm en t , Au s tr ia recoiled . Th ree yea rs a go th e s im ple 
La t in a lph a bet wa s th rown ou t of th e Au s tr ia n s ch ools 
and a brand new system adopted, swarming with accents, 
with s evera l fa n cy let ters , a n d with in n u m era b le mute 



"ee's " p r in ted u ps ide down a s ta r t lin g effect , a s of pa ges 
of uncorrected proofs!  

It wa s in ven ted by a n in flu en t ia l p r ies t . It s a dop t ion 
en a b led Au s tr ia to s p lit th e n a t ive p r ies th ood in to two 
r iva l ca m ps , a n d a s it wa s n ot a dop ted by th e Ita lia n 
schools to em ph a s is e th e d ifferen ce between th e p ro-
Italian and pro-Austrian parties; and that it was expressly 
in trodu ced for th es e pu rpos es n o on e wh o h a s h ea rd a ll 
sides can doubt.  

Nor ca n Alba n ia n edu ca t ion m a ke a n y p rogres s t ill it 
h a s s ch ools in wh ich n o foreign Power is a llowed to 
intrigue. Such are now being started.  

But enough of Scutari. I was bound for up-country.  
Tra vel in Tu rkey is gen era lly com plica ted by th e fa ct 

that the political situation is strained. It was exceptionally 
s o in th e begin n in g of Ma y 1908 . An En glis h m a n wh o, s ix 
weeks before, h a d a pp lied for a teskereh to t ra vel in la n d , 
had been flatly refused, and had had to give up his tour.  

To a s k , I wa s told , wa s to cou r t refu s a l. I m u s t "ta ke 
my blood on my own head" and slip off quietly or give up.  

"It is m y du ty to s h ow you th is ," s a id ou r Vice-
con s u l; "bu t , a s I kn ow you , I do n ot s u ppos e it will m a ke 
a n y d ifferen ce." It wa s a n officia l let ter from ou r Em ba s s y 
in Con s ta n t in op le, wa rn in g a ll pers on s t ra vellin g in th e 
Tu rk is h Em pire m erely for p lea s u re, th a t th e Br it is h 
Govern m en t wou ld n eith er be res pon s ib le for th eir s a fety 
n or pa y ra n s om . Th e pa lm y da ys of civis Rom anus s um 
are over.  

As I kn ew th ere wa s n o ca s e on record of a s t ra n ger 
bein g "h eld u p" in Nor th Alba n ia , a n d , m oreover , th e 
Alba n ia n is a n old fr ien d of m in e, it "m a de n o d ifferen ce." 
Meanwhile, it remained only to find a suitable dragoman.  

Mea n wh ile I exp lored th e en viron s of Scu ta r i. Th ey 
a re s t rewn with th e wrecka ge of dea d Em pires past 
Powers only the Albanian "goes on for ever."  

In th e fou r th cen tu ry th e d is t r ict wa s a Rom a n 
p rovin ce ca lled Preva lita n a its ch ief town s were Scodra , 
Dioclea , a n d Driva s to. Scodra wa s very ea r ly a b is h opr ic, 
a n d , a ccord in g to a Bu ll of Piu s IX., wa s ra is ed to a n 
a rch b is h opr ic from 307 to 601 . Th e Arch b is h op wa s th en 
t ra n s fer red to Dioclea , a n d th en ce a t th e en d of th e ten th 
cen tu ry to An t iva r i. An t iva r i is s t ill a n a rch b is h opr ic the 
remains of Dioclea have been recently excavated. Drivasto 
wa s a b is h opr ic t ill 877 , a n d is n ow a h ea p of ru ins. 



Scu ta r i a lon e s u rvives a s th e ca p ita l, a n d wa s ra is ed 
again to an archbishopric in 1867. So turns the world.  

I left Scutari at 5 A.M., piloted by a native who "knew 
a ll a bou t gu id in g foreign ers ," a n d rega rded it a s ru n n in g 
con tra ba n d . "Th e Va li," h e s a id , "a t th a t h ou r wou ld s t ill 
be a s leep ." Goin g over th e p la in , we followed th e Kir i a n d 
cros s ed it on th e fin e s ton e b r idge, th e Ura Mes it , s a id to 
be Venetian.  

High on a h ill th a t gu a rds th e en tra n ce of th e Kir i 
va lley s tood Driva s to Dris h t i a s it is n ow ca lled . Ha lf-way 
u p , th e m odern villa ge is bu ilt a m on g th e ru in s of lit t le 
h ou s es . A ru de ga tewa y in th e rem a in s of a n old wa ll 
lea ds to it . Th e peop le h a ve been Mos lem ju s t two 
centuries th a t is , s in ce th e b is h ops qu a rrelled over th em . 
On th e s u m m it a re th e ru in s of th e cita del th a t in th e 
th ir teen th , fou r teen th , a n d fifteen th cen tu r ies wa s of 
s om e im por ta n ce. From th e th ir teen th cen tu ry th e 
Comneni Des pots of Ep iru s , a n d des cen da n ts of a s ide 
b ra n ch of th e Byza n t in e Im per ia l fa m ily were lords of 
Drivas to. It wa s pa r t of th e Ba ls h a Pr in cipa lity, a n d in 
1396 th e Ba ls h a p r in ce, u n a b le to with s ta n d th e 
on com in g Tu rk , s old Dr iva s to with th e con s en t of it s la s t 
lord , An gelo (An drea ?) Fla vio Com n en o, a lon g with 
Scutari, to the Venetians. But in vain.  

Th e Tu rks took it , a fter a m os t b loody s t ru ggle, in 
1478 , h ewed off th e h ea ds of th e con qu ered lea ders , a n d 
s et th em on p ikes rou n d belea gu ered Scu ta r i to s t r ike 
ter ror in to its defen ders . Scu ta r i too fell. Th e s u rvivors 
from both Scu ta r i a n d Driva s to fled to Ven ice in th e 
records of wh ich th e n a m es of m a n y well-known Albanian 
families occur and Drivasto was wiped out of existence.  

Na u gh t rem a in s n ow of th es e "old , u n h a ppy, fa r -off 
th in gs " bu t th e ou ter wa ll of th e cita del, of rou gh , 
u n m orta red s ton e, a n d a few fra gm en ts of bu ild in gs . 
Coin s a n d oth er relics a re fou n d from t im e to t im e, bu t 
th e Dr is h t i folk keep jea lou s wa tch th a t n o s t ra n ger s h a ll 
s ea rch in wh a t th ey rega rd a s th eir own Tom Tidd ler 's 
ground.  

Th e Mos lem villa ge peop le, repu ted fa n a t ica l, were 
most fr ien d ly. We were a s ked in to th e wide ba lcon y of a 
h ou s e wh ere th e wom en u n veiled , a n d wea r in g a b ig tu ft 
of b la ck -dyed h a ir on eith er s ide of th e fa ce were bu s y 
wea vin g red a n d wh ite s t r iped cot ton . Men a n d wom en 
s a t rou n d a n d a m u s ed th em s elves h u gely, tea ch in g m e 
Alba n ia n . Th en th e wom en boiled m ilk for m e, a n d th e 



m en in veigh ed a ga in s t th e Tu rk is h Govern m en t . Ha d to 
pa y ta x, cou ld n ot a void it , th e town is s o n ea r a n d it a ll 
goes in to th e Va li's pocket . Noth in g is don e for th e la n d . 
By God th e m en of th e m ou n ta in s a re bet ter off! Noth in g 
is done for them, but they do not have to pay for it.  

Dr is h t i folk a re th r ifty a n d in du s tr iou s . All th e r iver 
ba n k is m a de in to n ea t m a rket-ga rden s , fu ll of lit t le 
pon ds , from wh ich th e wa ter is s ca t tered with h u ge 
wooden la d les , a n d th e p rodu ce is ta ken week ly to 
Scutari. When I left the elder lady rubbed cheeks with me, 
and all begged me to come again.  

My n ext wa lk wa s to th e villa ges Gu r i Zi a n d J u ba n i, 
with a la d of twen ty. Over th e p la in we wen t , ea s t of 
Scu ta r i to th e Kir i, wh ich wa s deep a n d fu ll, a n d 
b r idgeles s , a n d fou n d a wa dea b le s h a llow wh ere it s p rea d 
in fou r wide s t rea m s . Th e wa ter wa s cold from th e 
m ou n ta in s n ows , a n d th e bot tom s lippery s h in gle. It wa s 
on e of th e occa s ion s u pon wh ich I won der wh y I h a ve 
com e. Nor wa s th e oth er s ide m u ch bet ter . All th e fields 
were flooded . We dodged d itch es a n d pa dd led in liqu id 
m u d . Bu t th e frogs kep t u s h a ppy by h olla in g a n d 
s h ou t in g "Brek-kek-kek-kek" a ll th e t im e. Th eir Alba n ia n 
name, bretkots, m u s t com e from th a t cla s s ic ch a n t . It 
s h ou ld be n oted th a t th ey p ron ou n ce "koa x" a s "koa ch ," 
with a gu t tera l Germ a n "ch ." Perh a ps th ey a re th e on ly 
peop le wh o rem em ber th e correct p ron u n cia t ion . An d th e 
m u dfla ts were bea u teou s with ta ll wh ite flowers like 
bunches of snowdrops on one stalk.  

Ch r is t ia n J u ba n i wa s h os p ita b le a s Mos lem Dris h t i. 
Th e m en were ou t p lou gh in g, bu t th e wom en , s ewin g a n d 
wea vin g a t h om e, welcom ed m e to th eir lit t le red -tiled, 
white-wa s h ed h ou s es . Th es e, qu ite u n fu rn is h ed with in , 
were very fa ir ly clea n , a n d th e ch ild ren bon n y a n d n ewly 
wa s h ed . Mos t of th e boys h a d a cros s ta t tooed on th e 
ba ck of th e r igh t h a n d . Two ca m e with u s , a n d da s h ed 
in to th e h edge to h u n t a la rge gra s s s n a ke (Pseudopus), 
excellen t ea t in g th ey s a id , on ly you m u s t cu t off it s h ea d , 
for it is pois on ou s (it is n ot , bu t ca n b ite s h a rp ly); a ls o 
beca u s e you m u s t a lwa ys cu t off a s n a ke's h ea d . If you 
lea ve it a s dea d , a n d oth er s n a kes fin d it before s u n down , 
th ey will cu re it even th ou gh its ba ck be b roken to p ieces . 
Th e gra s s s n a ke es ca ped . A few tor tois es ca m e ou t 
gra zin g. Th es e too a re very n ice to ea t , I wa s told , bu t 
la ter in th e yea r n ow "th ey h a d been ea t in g ea r th a ll th e 
winter, so were not good." 



From J u ba n i we wen t to Gu r i Zi ("Bla ck Ston e") 
wh ich ta kes its n a m e from a h u ge is ola ted rock . Th e 
villa ge is la rgely Mos lem , bu t fr ien d ly. Th ere is in deed n o 
da n ger in vis it in g th e villa ges n ea r Scu ta r i, s a ve from th e 
dogs , wh ich a re t ra in ed to fly a t a ll s t ra n gers . Th ey a re 
great grey or white wolfish beasts, often with wolf blood in 
th em (th e h ybr id is fer t ile). "With ou t dogs we ca n n ot live," 
s a y th e peop le. An d wh en ea ch h ou s e h a s th ree or fou r 
loose at night, no enemy can approach unnoticed. 

Even wh en pu pp ies m ere flu ffy ba lls th ey a re 
extra ord in a r ily ferociou s , a n d before th ey ca n ru n or ba rk 
will roll over a n d ch oke in th eir effor ts to s ca re you . Ha d 
it not been for the English laws about imported dogs, I felt 
tem pted to bu y fifty for Irela n d . Th e d r ivers of oth er folk 's 
cattle would find it a case of "the biter bit." 

Th e p r ies t of Gu r i Zi en ter ta in ed m e with th e ta le of 
h ow h is la rge m ou s ta ch es ca u s ed h im to be a r res ted in 
Ita ly on th e ch a rge of m a s qu era d in g a s a p r ies t . "A m a n 
m a y be a very good p r ies t ," s a id th e old gen t lem a n , "fit for 
Pa ra d is e, bu t h e won 't do for Alba n ia u n les s h e h a s a 
m ou s ta ch e. If th ey've m a de h im s h a ve it off a b roa d , h e 
m u s t ju s t s it in h is room in Scu ta r i t ill it h a s grown 
again." 

To be with ou t a m ou s ta ch e, both in Mon ten egro a n d 
Alba n ia , is h eld to be pecu lia r ly d is gra cefu l. Th e wicked 
m a n of Alba n ia n fa iry s tor ies is a chosé (a h a ir les s m a n ). 
Wh en I m en t ion ed , in Mon ten egro, th a t m y b roth er wa s 
clea n s h a ven , I wa s told n ot to repea t s u ch d is gra cefu l 
facts about him. 

My you th fu l gu ide ob jected to goin g m ore wa lks 
with ou t a r ifle. I h a d been s pecia lly a dvis ed to go 
una rm ed . "If you r boy wa n ts a gu n h e p roba b ly owes 
blood. Don't go with him." 

We were to go to Vra ka n ext da y, a n d , con tra ry to 
orders , h e tu rn ed u p with a Ma r t in i a n d a belt fu ll of 
cartridges borrowed a n d pers is ted in ta k in g th em ; a n d , 
thus weighted, objected to carrying my lunch-bag. 

Vra ka , th e on ly Or th odox Serb villa ge in th e d is t r ict , 
lies an hour and a half north of Scutari on the plain. 

Th e peop le were h igh ly deligh ted th a t I cou ld s pea k 
with th em , a n d a t on ce s ta r ted cook in g m e a m ea l. It 
wou ld be a d is gra ce, th ey s a id , for m e to ea t m y own food 
in their village. 



The stone houses are good and large some great one-
roomed structures, others with stable below and dwelling-
room above. 

Th e peop le com pla in ed grea t ly of Mos lem 
pers ecu t ion . Th e h ou s es were fu ll of r ifles . "Vra ka ," s a id 
m y h os t , "is m a de u p of va r iou s fa m ilies th a t h a d fled , 
beca u s e th ey owed b lood , from Bos n ia a n d Mon ten egro 
a bou t two h u n dred yea rs a go." Th ey n u m ber n ow s om e 
on e th ou s a n d s ou ls . His fa m ily h a d s ix h ou s es , m u ch 
la n d , grew m a ize a n d vin es , a n d m a de p len ty of win e a n d 
rakia. Bein g n ea r th e la ke, th ey h a d en ou gh fis h for 
Wedn es da ys a n d Fr ida ys . (A wom a n wa s s t r in gin g lit t le 
fis h on a lon g wire, a n d h a n gin g th em in loops to a grea t 
wooden fra m e over th e open h ea r th , to be s m oke-dried.) 
Were it n ot for th e Mos lem s th ey cou ld live very well, bu t 
n ot on e of th e Vra ka m en cou ld n ow go in to Scu ta r i. Th ey 
wou ld be s h ot on th e wa y. Th e wom en h a d to do a ll 
bazaar business. 

He added philosophically, "The Moslems have killed a 
great many of us, but, thanks to God, we have shot plenty 
of them." 

At Scu ta r i I wa s told it wa s qu ite t ru e th a t th e Vra ka 
men lived at the end of a gun both ends
a n d h a d n o p rotect ion from th e Va li. Th e 
Vra ka wom en wea r th eir h a ir looped in 
two p la its on ea ch s ide of th e fa ce a n d 
fa s ten ed with a cowrie-s h ell. It is ra re to 
fin d th e cowrie s o fa r wes t in Eu rope. A 
ch ild h a d a cowrie a n d b lu e bea ds on its 
forehead. The women would not say why. 
Th e m en la u gh ed a n d s a id it wa s a ga in s t th e Evil Eye the 
women had put it there. 

I bega n to d ra w th e room . Th e wom a n s n a tch ed u p 
th e ba by a n d d rove oth er ch ild ren a wa y. "You m a y write 
the house," she said, "but not the children." 

Th e h ea d of th e fa m ily s lep t in a cu bby-h ou s e of 
h u rd le, h u n g from a t ie-bea m of th e roof a n d s u ppor ted 
on a pole below. A lon g row of ch es ts h eld cloth in g, a n d 
food wa s s tored in ba s kets h u n g ou t of rea ch of ra ts a n d 
cats. All houses were marked with many crosses. 

Th e ch u rch h a d been bu ilt with Ru s s ia n h elp . My 
you th , a Ca th olic, d is a pproved of it , a n d wh is pered, 
"Th es e peop le a re n ot Ch r is t ia n s , th ey a re on ly Greeks !" I 
s a id th a t th e Alba n ia n s in th e s ou th h a d ch u rch es like 
this. He replied, "They are not Christians, but Tosks." 



We retu rn ed to Scu ta r i with ou t m eet in g a n y "b lood 
foes ," bu t th e you th los t on e of th e borrowed ca r t r idges , 
and had to pay threepence for it, which depressed him. 

Th en th ere tu rn ed u p th e m a n for wh om I h a d been 
wa it in g, on e Ma rko. He h a d been in h is you n g da ys 
servant to a war correspondent, and knew all about rough 
tra vellin g. He h a d fr ien ds in a ll th e Ch r is t ia n t r ibes . An d 
to h is res ou rcefu ln es s a n d in telligen ce I owe wh a tever 
success I may have attained on my travels. 

His pa t ien ce wa s u n fa ilin g, n or wou ld h e ever a llow 
m in e to b rea k down . "We m u s t rem em ber ," h e wou ld s a y, 
"th e Wolf a n d th e Fox. Th e Wolf a n d th e Fox h ea rd th a t 
Ma n wa s com in g to ta ke th eir k in gdom a n d k ill th em . 
On e da y, wh en ou t togeth er in th e fores t , th e Wolf pu t h is 
foot in an iron trap and began to howl loudly. 'What is the 
m a t ter? ' cr ied th e Fox. 'Oh , m y foot! m y foot!' s crea m ed 
th e Wolf. 'Is th a t a ll? ' s a id th e Fox. 'If you m a ke s u ch a 
n ois e a bou t a foot , wh a tever will you do to-m orrow wh en 
Ma n com es to h a m m er you on th e h ea d t ill you a re 
dead?'" 

Mora l. However ba d th in gs a re, th ey m igh t be wors e. 
It is well to rem em ber th is in th e Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s
and elsewhere.    

CHAPTER II 
THE LAND AND THE LAW  

"But natheles, while I have tyme and space, 
Or that I forther in this Talé pace 
Me thinketh it accordant to resoun', 
To telle yow al the condicioun 
Of eche of hem so as it semede me 
And whiche they weren, and of what degre."   

THE la n d n or th of Scu ta r i, ca lled Ma lts ia e m a dh e, 
th e Grea t Mou n ta in La n d , is th e h om e of five la rge t r ibes
Hoti, Gruda, Kastrati, Skreli, and Kilmeni. It is part of the 
s a m e grou p of m ou n ta in s th a t form th e bu lk of 
Montenegro th e grey wildern es s of ba r ren rock , ca lled 
Ka rs t , th a t gla res da zzlin g in th e m ids u m m er s u n a n d 
beats back the heat with cruel force, takes wondrous blue 
a n d m a u ve s h a dows a t da wn a n d even , a n d , wh en wet , is 
th e h ea vy pu rp le-b la ck of a th u n der-clou d . Very lit t le of it 
is cu lt iva b le. Grea t t ra cts a re wa ter les s , depen d in g s olely 



on ra in fa ll a ch in g wildern es s es , th e ba re bon es of a h a lf-
created world. 

Th e wh ole d is t r ict con s is ts , m a in ly, of two lon g deep 
valleys and the high ranges that form their watersheds. 

Th e on e is th e va lley of th e Ts em , a s wift s t rea m , 
n ever d ry, th a t ru n s pa ra llel with a n d n ea r to th e 
Mon ten egr in fron t ier a n d in to th e La ke of Scu ta r i. Th e 
oth er is th a t of th e Pron i Th a a t (d ry tor ren t), wh ich bu t 
s eldom h a s wa ter in it , bu t in olden da ys m u s t h a ve been 
of grea t force, for it h a s ca rved a deep ca n yon below, a n d 
h a s a bove a wide bed of wa ter -worn bou lders . Th e 
s u m m its of th e m ou n ta in ra n ge th a t r is es on its left ba n k 
form , rou gh ly s pea k in g, th e fron t iers of Ma lts ia e m a dh e, 
with its neighbours, the Lower Pulati group and Shala. 

On its oth er s ides , Ma lts ia e m a dh e is bou n ded by 
th e la ke a n d by th e Mon ten egr in fron t ier (a pu rely 
polit ica l a n d in n o wa y eth n ogra ph ic lin e). In th e n or th 
th e m ou n ta in ra n ge ca lled th e Prok let ija ("a ccu rs ed ," a 
n a m e often er ron eou s ly a pp lied by t ra vellers to a ll th e 
Nor th Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s ) d ivides it from th e la n ds of 
Gusinje. 

To Ma lts ia e m a dh e I fir s t tu rn ed m y s teps not to see 
th e m ou n ta in s , bu t to s ee life, h is tory, th e wor ld , a n d th e 
grea t u n kn own , a s it looks to th e m ou n ta in m a n . On e 
ra ce h a s n ever yet s een with th e eyes of a n oth er , perh a ps 
n ever will. Un ivers a l pea ce is a fa r cry. Bu t th e 
pers pect ive of everyth in g, life a n d m odern polit ics 
included, depends entirely upon the point from which it is 
viewed. 

To a t ta in th is s ta n dpoin t on e m u s t live th e life of th e 
peop le, a n d kn ow n ot m erely th e pa s t , bu t th e p res en t 
facts of their life. And the main fact is the tribe (fis). It has 
been both th eir s t ren gth a n d th eir wea kn es s . Ea ch tribe 
h a s a defin ite ta le of or igin . Des cen t is t ra ced s t r ict ly 
th rou gh th e m a le lin e, a n d th e t ra d it ion h a n ded from 
father to son through memories undebauched by print. 

Th e h ea d of ea ch fis is it s h ered ita ry s ta n da rd -
bea rer , th e Ba r ia k ta r . Th e office pa s s es from fa th er to 
s on , or in defa u lt of s on to th e n ext h eir m a le. Th e 
s ta n da rd is n ow a Tu rk is h on e. On ly th e Mird ites h a ve a 
distinctive flag with a rayed-sun upon it. 

Som e la rge t r ibes a re d ivided in to grou ps , ea ch with 
its own Ba r ia k ta r . A d ivis ion th u s m a rch in g u n der on e 
standard (bariak) is called a bariak. Such a bariak may be 
des cen ded from a d ifferen t s tock from th e res t of th e 



tribe, or the division may have been made for convenience 
when the tribe grew large. 

Th e m en a n d wom en des cen d in g from a common 
male ancestor, though very remote, regard one another as 
b roth er a n d s is ter , a n d m a rr ia ge between th em is 
forb idden a s in ces tu ou s . Th ou gh th e rela t ion s h ip be s u ch 
th a t th e Ca th olic Ch u rch perm its m a rr ia ge, it is rega rded 
with s u ch gen u in e h orror th a t I h a ve h ea rd of bu t on e 
in s ta n ce wh ere it wa s a t tem pted or des ired , wh en a ga in s t 
t r ibe la w. Even a n a t ive p r ies t told m e th a t a m a rr ia ge 
between cou s in s s epa ra ted by twelve gen era t ion s wa s to 
h im a h orr ib le idea , th ou gh th e Ch u rch perm it ted it , "for 
really they are brothers and sisters." 

Th e m ou n ta in m en h a ve p rofes s ed Ch r is t ia n ity for 
s om e fifteen cen tu r ies , bu t t r ibe u s a ge is s t ill s t ron ger 
th a n Ch u rch la w. A m a n m a rr ies a n d gives h is da u gh ter 
in m a rr ia ge ou ts ide h is t r ibe, excep t wh en th a t t r ibe 
contains m em bers of a d ifferen t s tock , or wh en it h a s 
been d ivided in to ba r ia ks con s idered d is ta n t en ou gh for 
in term a rr ia ge. Bu t in s p ite of th is exoga m y, it wou ld 
a ppea r th a t , th rou gh th e fem a le lin e, th e ra ce m a y h a ve 
been fairly closely in-bred. For a man does not go far for a 
wife, bu t u s u a lly ta kes on e from th e n ext t r ibe, u n les s 
that tribe be consanguineous. If not so debarred, he takes 
a wife th en ce a n d m a rr ies h is da u gh ter th ere. Ka s tra t i, 
for exa m ple, u s u a lly m a rr ies Hot i, a n d Hot i Ka s tra t i. Th e 
bu lk of th e m a rr ied wom en in on e were born in th e oth er . 
A perpetu a l in terch a n ge of wom en h a s gon e on for s om e 
centuries. 

Even edu ca ted Scu ta ren es reckon rela t ion s on th e 
mother's side but vaguely. 

A m a n s a id to m e, "Sh e is a s or t of rela t ion of m in e. 
Her mother and mine were sisters." 

"Then she is very near. She is your first cousin." 
He con s idered a n d s a id dou b tfu lly, "Yes . Like a fir s t 

cousin certainly, but on my mother's side." 
His th ird cou s in s on h is fa th er 's s ide h e reckon ed a s 

b roth ers . On e very n ea r a n d dea r cou s in wa s s o rem ote I 
never quite placed him. 

Th e Ca th olic Ch u rch p roh ib its m a rr ia ge to th e s ixth 
degree, a n d th e la w is n ow en forced . Bu t a m on g th e 
Mos lem tr ibes , I a m told , fem a le cou s in s h ip is n ot 
recogn is ed . Ma le b lood on ly cou n ts . Th a t m a le b lood only 
cou n ted u n der old t r ibe la w s eem s fa ir ly cer ta in . In 
Mon ten egro, wh ere th e t r iba l s ys tem is n ot yet ext in ct



u n der th e "old la w," wh ich p reva iled t ill th e m idd le of th e 
n in eteen th cen tu ry, th ou gh m a rr ia ge wa s p roh ib ited s o 
lon g a s a n y d rop of b lood of m a le des cen t wa s kn own of I 
a m told rela t ion s h ip th rou gh th e fem a le wa s bu t s ligh t ly, 
if at all, recognised. 

Ch u rch la w in Alba n ia h a s on ly recen t ly h a d power 
to res t ra in illega l u n ion s . Arch b is h op Zm a jevich , in h is 
report on Albania in 1703, laments: "Among the execrable 
cu s tom s of th e m ou n ta in peop le, th e wretch ed pa ren ts 
a re in th e h a b it of bu yin g for a p r ice you n g gir ls for th eir 
s on s , wh o a re of ten der a ge, a n d keep in g th em in th eir 
h ou s e t ill th ey a re of a ge to coh a b it , a n d of om it t in g to 
con tra ct m a tr im on y u n les s a m a le ch ild be born , even 
a fter fifteen yea rs or m ore of s in fu l coh a b ita t ion . Th is 
pollution is spread throughout the mountains." 

The custom exists still among the Catholics along the 
Dalmatian frontier of Bosnia, who, in spite of the efforts of 
th e p r ies ts , refu s e to lega lis e a u n ion t ill s u re th a t th e 
woman is capable of child-bearing. 

Th e fis is d ivided in to th e m eh a la , a grou p of clos ely 
rela ted h ou s es , a n d th e s h p i, or h ou s e. Th e h ea d of a 
m eh a la is ca lled th e k ryé (h ea d). Th e h ea d of a h ou s e is 
xot i i s h p is (lord of th e h ou s e). Th e h ou s e, a m on g th e 
ou t lyin g t r ibes of Pu la t i a n d Du ka gh in i, is a com m u n a l 
h ou s e, in clu d in g a s m a n y a s s even ty in d ividu a ls , a ll 
u n der th e a bs olu te s wa y of th eir lord . Th e "h ou s e" m a y 
overflow in to two or th ree h ou s es , a ll h old in g goods a n d 
flocks in common under one xoti. 

Forb idden degrees of m a rr ia ge in clu de n ot on ly b lood 
rela t ion s on th e m a le s ide, bu t s p ir itu a l rela t ion s h ips . 
Accord in g to Ch u rch la w, th os e rela ted by h a vin g th e 
s a m e godfa th er a re n ot in term a rr ia ga b le to th e s ixth 
degree, bu t th e Alba n ia n s con s ider n ot on ly th os e rela ted 
th rou gh th eir ku m a r ii i pa kzim it (godfa th er of ba p t is m ) to 
be n ot in term a rr ia gea b le, bu t a ls o th os e rela ted th rou gh 
their kumarii i floksh (godfather of hair). 

It is recorded th a t in very ea r ly da ys th e Illyr ia n s 
s h a ved th eir h ea ds . Hea d s h a vin g wa s s t ill p ra ct is ed by 
Greeks , Sla vs , a n d Hu n ga r ia n s in th e s even teen th 
cen tu ry. Th e cu s tom p reva ils to th is da y th rou gh ou t 
Alba n ia a n d Bos n ia , a n d h a s on ly recen t ly d ied ou t 
a m on g th e Or th odox Mon ten egr in s . It is p ra ct is ed by 
Moslems, Catholics, and Orthodox. 



Am on g th e Nor th Alba n ia n t r ibes a pa tch of h a ir , 
ca lled perch in , is u s u a lly left , va ryin g in s h a pe a n d 
position according to district. 

Am on g th e Ca th olic t r ibes th e fir s t s h a vin g of the 
h ea d is th ou gh t even m ore im por ta n t th a n ba p t is m . 
Wh en th e ch ild is a bou t two yea rs old , a fr ien d is in vited 
to be ku m a r ii i floks h . (In Mon ten egro th e rela t ion s h ip 
wa s ca lled Sh is h a n o Ku m s tvo, a n d p reva iled t ill fifty 
yea rs a go.) Th e ch ild 's h a ir m u s t h a ve n ever before been 
cu t . In th e ca s e of a Ca th olic Alba n ia n , th e ku m a r ii, 
s it t in g on th e grou n d , ta kes fir s t a n oth er ch ild on h is 
kn ees (to en s u re th a t h is godch ild be n ot th e la s t th a t it s 
pa ren ts h a ve), th en ta kes h is godch ild a n d cu ts from its 
h ea d fou r locks of h a ir , on e to ea ch of th e poin ts of th e 
compass n or th , s ou th , ea s t , a n d wes t th u s m a rk in g a 
cros s . Th e Mos lem s , I a m told , cu t th ree locks a t r ia n gle 
is a fa vou r ite Mos lem ta t too pa t tern . Gir ls a s well a s boys 
are shaven, but girls have a fringe left over the forehead. 

Ha n ds om e gifts a re exch a n ged , a ccord in g to th e 
m ea n s of th e fa m ily. Th e ku m a r ii gives th e ch ild s evera l 
n a poleon s , a n d receives s om e fin e ga rm en ts or fa n cy 
kn it ted s ocks . Som e t r ibes h a ve lim ited th e va lu e th a t 
m a y be given , a s th e gifts beca m e s o exces s ive a s to be a 
s evere bu rden . Th e rela t ion s h ip th u s a cqu ired ra n ks a s 
b lood rela t ion s h ip , a n d th e des cen da n ts of ch ild ren wh o 
h a ve th e s a m e ku m a r ii, th ou gh n ot oth erwis e rela ted , a re 
not intermarriageable till after the sixth degree some have 
told me, never. 

An oth er forb idden degree is crea ted by s worn 
brotherhood. The custom is old and widely spread. But as 
th e Nor th Alba n ia n s a lm os t a lwa ys ca ll a s worn b roth er 
p robo or p robot in , a n obviou s corru p t ion of th e Servia n 
p robra t im (b ra t =b roth er), th ey h a ve pos s ib ly der ived th e 
cu s tom , too, from th e Serbs . Th ere is a n Alba n ia n word , 
though, vlam. 

In Mon ten egro th e cu s tom is a lm os t dea d . In Alba n ia 
it flou r is h es . Th e p rocedu re wa s told m e by a Ca th olic 
Albanian, thus: "I travelled through a dangerous part with 
a you n g Mos lem . We beca m e grea t fr ien ds . He a s ked m e 
to be h is b roth er . I a s ked lea ve of m y fa th er (th e h ea d of 
th e h ou s e). He s a id it wa s a very good fa m ily to be a llied 
with . We wa ited a s h or t t im e. Th en , a s we s t ill both 
wis h ed it , we m et , a n d ea ch t ied a s t r in g rou n d h is lit t le 
fin ger t igh t ly t ill it s welled , p r icked th e fin ger , a n d let th e 
b lood d rop on to a lu m p of s u ga r . I a te h is lu m p , h e a te 



m in e. We s wore b roth erh ood . We were of th e s a m e b lood . 
We ga ve ea ch oth er bea u t ifu l s ocks in pa t tern s , a n d I 
wen t to d in n er a t h is h ou s e. He is dea d n ow, bu t h is 
b roth ers a re m y b roth ers , a n d ou r ch ild ren a re cou s in s . 
Of cou rs e th ey ca n n ot m a rry, th ey a re of th e s a m e b lood . 
They cannot marry for more than a hundred years." 

In th e ca s e of two Ch r is t ia n s , th ree d rops of b lood in 
a gla s s of ra k ia or win e is cu s tom a ry. Th e Ch u rch , of 
cou rs e, ta kes n o n ot ice of th is rela t ion s h ip , bu t I a m told 
th a t pers on s s o rela ted n ever m a rry u n les s th e 
relationship has become remote. 

Th ere is , I believe, a n oth er rela t ion s h ip a cqu ired by 
th e wom a n wh o cu ts th e u m bilica l cord a t th e b ir th of a n 
infant. But of this I have learnt no details as yet. 

For a ll th eir h a b its , la ws , a n d cu s tom s , th e peop le, 
a s a ru le, h a ve bu t on e exp la n a t ion : "It is in th e Ca n on of 
Lek," th e la w th a t is s a id to h a ve been la id down by th e 
ch iefta in Lek Du ka gh in . Lek is fa b led to h a ve legis la ted 
minutely on all subjects. For example, a man told me that 
Lek h a d ordered th a t m en s h ou ld wa lk th e len gth of on e 
gun-ba rrel a pa r t , les t in tu rn in g th e ba rrel s h ou ld 
a cciden ta lly s t r ike th e n ext m a n , for a b low even by 
ch a n ce m u s t be a ven ged . An d th is la w wa s to keep pea ce. 
Sim ila r ly wom en m u s t wa lk th e len gth of on e d is ta ff 
apart they always spin on the march. 

Of Lek h im s elf lit t le is kn own . His fa m e a m on g th e 
t r ibes th a t s t ill bea r h is n a m e fa r exceeds th a t of 
Sken derbeg, a n d th e fog of m yth ology is th ick rou n d h im . 
He h a s left n o m a rk on Eu ropea n h is tory is a pu rely loca l 
celebrity, bu t m u s t h a ve been of in s is ten t in d ividu a lity to 
h a ve s o in flu en ced th e peop le th a t "Lek s a id s o" ob ta in s 
fa r m ore obed ien ce th a n th e Ten Com m a n dm en ts . Th e 
tea ch in gs of Is la m a n d of Ch r is t ia n ity, th e Sh er ia t a n d 
Church law, all have to yield to the Canon of Lek. 

Th e Du ka gh in i (Du ke J oh n Du ka , du x in th e La t in 
s en s e) were a ru lin g fa m ily in th e fifteen th cen tu ry. (Hopf 
Ch ron iqu es Greco-rom a in s in éd its ) gives a n old ped igree 
of Du ka gh in i, Lords of Za dr im a , th e Bla ck Mou n ta in s 
(p roba b ly Ma l i zion th e Dr in ), of Pu la t i a n d Sh a t i, a s 
ea r ly a s th e en d of th e th ir teen th cen tu ry. La ter com e 
Lords of Gu r i ku ch , Fa n d i a n d Sa lita , a n d th e "la s t Lord 
of Za dr im a a n d Da gn o wa s d is pos s es s ed by th e Tu rks in 
1479." 

Som e of th e Du ka gh in i s eem th en to h a ve fled to 
Ven ice a lon g with th e Ven et ia n s wh en th ey eva cu a ted 



Scu ta r i, a n d a "Lu ca Du ca gin i Du ca d i Pu la to e dell s ta to 
Ducagino" is recorded in Venice in 1506.  

Th e ped igree con ta in s n u m erou s n a m es , a n d is 
pos s ib ly in a ccu ra te in deta il, th ou gh t ru e in it s m a in 
lines for a ll th e d is t r icts a bove n a m ed s t ill qu ote Lek , 
keep h is la w, a n d ca ll th em s elves Du ka gh in i. Wh en n ot 
m a k in g com m on ca u s e a ga in s t th e Tu rks , th ere wa s 
m u ch qu a rrellin g between Sken derbeg a n d th e Du ka gh in i 
Pr in ces . Th ey were a llies of Ven ice, a n d h e wa s fr ien d of 
th e k in g of Na p les . With in th e wides p rea d Du ka gh in i 
la n ds th ere is n o loca l t ra d it ion of Sken derbeg, n o 
"ca s t les " or "rocks " of Sken derbeg, bu t p len ty of Lek
wh ich s h ows th a t th e Du ka gh in i were th e old es ta b lis h ed 
h ered ita ry ru lers , for th eir m a rk on th e la n d is deeper 
th a n th a t of Sken derbeg, wh os e victor ies ga in ed 
European fame. There is, it is true, a tale that Skenderbeg 
was related to the Dukaghini, but it is vague. 

It a ppea rs th a t th ere were s evera l Du ka gh in i of th e 
n a m e Lek (Alexa n der I h a ve been told , too, Lek wa s 
rela ted to Alexa n der th e Grea t), a n d th ey h a ve become 
en ta n gled . Tra d it ion tells th a t th e Lju m a t r ibe h a d a ch ief 
in the fourteenth century called Lek Kapetan. 

An Alba n ia n on ce ga ve m e a m es s a ge to Eu ropea n 
polit icia n s in gen era l: "If a m a n tells you th a t h e kn ows 
a bou t th e Nea r Ea s t , a s k h im wh a t is th e difference 
between Lek Du ka gh in a n d Lek Ka peta n ? If h e ca n n ot 
tell, h e s h ou ld let th e Nea r Ea s t a lon e. We s u ffer from 
peop le wh o in ter fere a n d kn ow n oth in g." Th e qu es t ion , I 
fancy, would "plough" many a Foreign Office. 

Lek of th e Ca n on , s a ys t ra d it ion , fled from Ra s h ia 
wh en th e Tu rks overpowered it , ca m e with th e a n ces tors 
of th e Mird ites , a n d is of th e s a m e b lood a s th e ba r ia k of 
Oros h i. Th e p res en t h ered ita ry p r in ce, Pren k Bib Doda of 
Oros h i, cla im s to be des cen ded from th e Du ka gh in s . Nor 
is it h is tor ica lly im proba b le th a t on e of th e Du ka gh in s (a 
chieftain family, widely influential) should have fought the 
Tu rks on th e p la in s , a n d been forced to ret ire with h is 
men to the mountains.  

As for th e la ws a n d cu s tom s a s cr ibed to h im , th e 
grea ter pa r t a re obviou s ly fa r ea r lier th a n th e fifteen th 
cen tu ry, wh en h e is s a id to h a ve lived . Th ey p roba b ly 
were obeyed by th e u n kn own wa rr iors of th e b ron ze 
weapons in the prehistoric graves. 

Lek pos s ib ly pu t togeth er th e th en exis t in g t r ibe la w, 
bu t h is own la ws a re p roba b ly th os e on ly th a t a re 



des ign ed to ch eck or reform old u s a ge by en forcin g 
pu n is h m en t . It is im pos s ib le to believe, for exa m ple, th a t
a s th e peop le decla re Lek both ordered b lood-vengeance 
to be ta ken , a n d con dem n ed th e ta ker of it to be s everely 
pu n is h ed . Ra th er , th a t h e devis ed a h ea vy pen a lty to 
check blood feud. But it has signally failed. 

He ga ve h is s a n ct ion , it wou ld a ppea r , to m u ch 
ba rba rou s cu s tom n or with s u ch a con s erva t ive peop le 
cou ld h e well h a ve don e oth erwis e. It is s a id th a t Pope 
Pa u l II. (1464) excom m u n ica ted h im for h is m os t u n -
Ch r is t ia n code. Som e h a ve s u gges ted th a t , a s Lek ca m e 
from Rashia, he must have been of Slavonic blood. This is 
im proba b le, a s th e Ca n on does n ot res em ble th e fa m ou s 
Servia n Code of Ts a r Stefa n Du s h a n (1349), wh ich we 
m a y fa ir ly p res u m e wa s fou n ded on old Sla von ic u s a ge. 
On th e oth er h a n d , th e "old la w" th a t p reva iled in 
Mon ten egro a n d th e Herzegovin a t ill th e m idd le of th e 
n in eteen th cen tu ry res em bles very s t ron gly th a t of th e 
Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s . Th e ch ief d ifferen ces s eem , s o fa r a s 
I h a ve lea rn t , to h a ve been in th e pu n is h m en ts . Th es e 
th erefore I ta ke to be Lek 's , a n d th e res t , old t r ibe la w 
common to this Serbo-Illyrian group of people. 

Th e la w in th e Alba n ia n m ou n ta in s is a dm in is tered 
by a cou n cil of Elders . Ea ch t r ibe is s elf-governing. 
Custom varies with the district. 

In th e Ma lts ia e m a dh e grou p (Hot i, Gru da , Ka s tra t i, 
Sk reli, Kilm en i) a fu ll cou n cil, i.e. on e th a t ca n dea l with 
m a t ters a ffect in g th e wh ole t r ibe, m u s t con s is t of th e 
Ba r ia k ta r , fou r Voyvoda s , twelve Elders (s pecia lly ch os en 
for th eir in telligen ce a n d kn owledge of la w), a n d s even ty-
two heads of houses. 

For s m a ll loca l a ffa irs qu a rrels , robbery the 
Ba r ia k ta r a n d n in e Elders s u ffice. Th e t it le Voyvoda (h ea d 
of a m eh a la ) is Sla von ic, a n d does n ot occu r in a n y oth er 
district of Albania. 

Th e cou n cil m eets n ea r th e ch u rch (or m os qu e). I 
h a d d ifficu lty in u n ra vellin g th e p rocedu re, wh ich is 
complicated. I believe it to be as follows:

 

A man accuses another, say of theft. He lays the case 
before th e Ba r ia k ta r . Th e poin t to be determ in ed is 
wh eth er a s u fficien t n u m ber of con -ju rors ca n be fou n d 
before wh om th e a ccu s ed m a y s wea r h is in n ocen ce, a n d 
wh o a re willin g to s wea r to it with h im . Th e Ba r ia k ta r ca n 
decide h ow m a n y to s u m m on . Th e p la in t iff h a s th e r igh t 
to n om in a te th em . Th ey m u s t belon g to th e t r ibe. Th e 



a ccu s ed m a y ob ject to a cer ta in n u m ber it depen ds , I 
believe, on h ow m a n y a re ca lled a n d h a ve th em rep la ced . 
All m eet before th e cou n cil. Th e a ccu s ed a n d p la in t iff a re 
h ea rd . Sh ou ld th e con -ju rors a gree th a t th e a ccu s ed is 
in n ocen t , th e Elders a cqu it h im . (It m u s t be rem em bered 
th a t in th es e t r ibes every on e kn ows a ll a bou t every on e 
els e's doin gs .) Sh ou ld a ll con -ju rors bu t on e a gree to h is 
in n ocen ce, th a t on e ca n be d is m is s ed , bu t two m u s t 
replace him. 

Th e p la in t iff, if n ot s a t is fied , h a s th e r igh t to dem a n d 
m ore con -ju rors u p to a fixed n u m ber a ccord in g to th e 
cr im e. Twen ty-fou r m a y be dem a n ded for m u rder , a n d 
from two to ten for s tea lin g, a ccord in g to th e va lu e of th e 
th in g s tolen . Eigh t for a h ors e. If it ca n n ot be oth erwis e 
decided , th e defen da n t m a y pu t in witn es s es from a m on g 
his own family. 

If th e verd ict be "gu ilty," th e Elders decide th e 
pu n is h m en t . For th eft , twice th e va lu e of th e th in g s tolen 
m u s t be given to it s own er , a n d h a lf th e va lu e to be 
d ivided a m on g th e Elders . It m a y, wh en pos s ib le, be pa id 
in kind for one sheep, two. 

For a n yth in g s tolen off ch u rch la n d a s m u ch a s ten 
t im es th e va lu e m a y be exa cted . In olden t im es a fa n cy 
value was set on a stolen cock. Probably because the cock 
wa s h eld of grea t power a ga in s t evil s p ir its , s o of m u ch 
value to its possessor. 

If th e a ccu s ed be fou n d in n ocen t , th e wh ole pa r ty 
goes into the church. The candles are lighted on the altar, 
a n d , in th e p res en ce of th e p r ies t , th e a ccu s ed fir s t 
s wea rs h is in n ocen ce on th e gos pel. Next in order s wea r 
th os e of h is fa m ily wh o m a y h a ve been s u m m on ed , th en 
a ll th e oth er con -ju rors . Wh eth er in n ocen t or gu ilty, th e 
a ccu s ed h a s to pa y ea ch con -ju ror 20 p ia s t res (a bou t 3 s . 
4d .). Th e p la in t iff ca n th erefore a n n oy by in s is t in g on th e 
fu ll n u m ber th e la w a llows . A p r ies t cou n ts a s twelve con -
ju rors . Men of im por ta n ce in th e t r ibe a re s om et im es a ls o 
reckon ed a s m ore th a n on e. Am on g Mos lem s th e oa th is 
sworn in a mosque. 

In th e ca s e of a wou n d in g a cciden ta lly, or with in ten t 
to k ill, th e da m a ge is es t im a ted by th e Elders . For 
exa m ple, a m a n p la yin g with a r ifle s h ot a wom a n 
th rou gh th e foot , a n d h a d to pa y h er h u s ba n d 15 
n a poleon s , a n d m u s t pa y 15 m ore if s h e ever d ie from th e 
resultant lameness. 



Cases of compounding blood feuds or murder have to 
be refer red (wh en th ey ta ke p la ce in Ma lts ia e m a dh e) to 
th e Djiba l in Scu ta r i. Th is is s a id to h a ve been s ta r ted 
beca u s e on on e occa s ion th e t r ibes cou ld n ot a gree on 
s om e poin t a n d a s ked Tu rk is h a dvice (Ka s tra t i h a s 
another tradition about it). 

Th e Djiba l is a m ixed cou n cil. Ea ch of th e five a bove-
m en t ion ed t r ibes h a s a rep res en ta t ive in it (ca lled k rye t 
m a lit ), a n d th ere is a Mos lem rep res en ta t ive of ea ch 
(ca lled a bylykba s h a ), a ppoin ted by th e Tu rk is h 
Govern m en t . On e Bylykba s h a ca n rep res en t m ore th a n 
on e t r ibe. Th e p res iden t of cou n cil is th e Sergh erdé, a 
Government-appointed Moslem. The penalty for murder is 
a bou t £24 pa id to th e Sergh erdé a n d £12 to th e 
Bylykba s h a of th e t r ibe. Twen ty-fou r pou n ds is pa ya b le 
a ls o to th e Ch u rch if th e m u rder be on Ch u rch la n d . 
Twenty-fou r pou n ds a ls o to th e xot i i gh a ku t (lord of 
b lood=th a t on e of th e decea s ed 's fa m ily wh o h a s th e r igh t 
to dem a n d b lood , or it s equ iva len t). Sh ou ld h e a ccep t it 
th e feu d cea s es . Bu t h e u s u a lly p refers to s h oot th e 
offender h im s elf, a n d th e b lood feu d th u s s ta r ted is n ot 
compounded till several on either side have been killed. 

To com pou n d it th e gu ilty pa r ty m u s t s en d 
em is s a r ies to th e xot i i gh a ku t . If h e be willin g to 
com pou n d , a cou n cil is ca lled . It is u s u a l, wh en th e 
blood-gelt is a ccep ted , for th e two ch ief pa r t ies to s wea r 
b roth erh ood . If th e feu d is with a m em ber of a n oth er 
t r ibe, a n d th e pa r t ies a re n ot con s a n gu in eou s , it is u s u a l 
also to give a daughter in marriage to some member of the 
offended family, and thus establish peace. 

Th e Sergh erdé a n d Bylykba s h a s h a ve n o oth er pa y 
th a n th e fees th ey ca n collect for "b lood ," s o a re repor ted 
n ot to wis h to s top th e p ra ct ice. Th ey a re ca lled on 
s om et im es for a n op in ion in oth er ca s es , a n d a re s a id to 
require bribing. 

Th e Ca n on a ls o pu n is h es th e ta ker of b lood by 
bu rn in g down h is h ou s e. An d , excep t in ca s es wh ere th e 
s la yin g is th ou gh t ju s t ified , th e pen a lty is in flicted by 
order of th e Elders , wh o ca n a ls o forb id h im to work h is 
ground for a year or even two. 

Neith er Sergh erdé n or Bylykba s h a s ven tu re in to th e 
m ou n ta in s s a ve on ra re occa s ion s u n der p rom is e of s a fe-
conduct. If their fees are in arrears they arrest any man of 
th e s a m e t r ibe th a t com es down to m a rket , a n d im pr is on 
him as hostage till paid. As a rule in Maltsia e madhe it is 



pa id pu n ctu a lly, a n d a ll s h oot in g ca s es a re n ot ified to 
Scu ta r i by th e t r ibes with s u rp r is in g s peed . Th ey s a y Lek 
ordered a fin e to be pa id , a n d th a t th ey th em s elves 
a ccep ted th e Djiba l "It is th e la w, s o m u s t be obeyed ." 
Wh a t th e t r ibes m a n res en ts to th e u t term os t is n ot th e 
a dm in is t ra t ion of la w, bu t th e a t tem pt to force on h im 
laws to which he has never assented.  

An occa s ion a l pa ra gra ph in th e En glis h n ews pa pers 
tells of an outbreak of "Albanian lawlessness," that troops 
h a ve been s en t to Lju m a , for exa m ple, to en force th e 
pa ym en t of ca t t le ta x, or order th e d is a rm in g of th e 
population a n exped it ion th a t a lwa ys fa ils . In th es e ca s es 
th e la wbrea kers a re n ot th e Alba n ia n s , bu t th e force s en t 
a ga in s t th em . Th e Alba n ia n s or igin a lly a greed with the 
Tu rks th a t th ey s h ou ld reta in th eir own la w, a n d give in 
retu rn volu n ta ry m ilita ry s ervice. Th ey h a ve kep t th eir 
pa r t of th e con tra ct , a n d h a ve qu ite ju s t ly res is ted 
Turkish attempts to forcibly break the other part.  

Th e You n g Tu rks h a ve b roken th e Tu rk is h coven a n t 
with Alba n ia , a n d figh t in g h a s in con s equ en ce ta ken 
place near Ipek.  

Am on g th e t r ibes ca lled Du ka gh in i, cu s tom s a re 
found in more primitive form than in Maltsia e madhe.  

Dukaghini th e t r ibes wh o a ccep t th e Ca n on , th ou gh 
a m ore res t r icted d is t r ict is n ow ca lled Du ka gh in i
in clu des Pu la t i p roper th a t is , Kir i, Pla n i, Mgu la , a n d 
Gh oa n n i; Upper Pu la t i th a t is , Sh a la , Sh os h i, Nika j, 
Ber is h a , Mer tu r i, a n d Top la n a ; a n d Pos tr ipa th a t is , Ura 
Stren git , Ma zreku , Dr is h t i, Sh la ku , Su m a , a n d 
Du s h m a n i. Als o a ll Pu ka . Th e Ca n on is , h owever , m u ch 
m ore widely s p rea d . It is th e la w a ls o in Mird ita , a n d 
Kth ela , a n d Lu r ia . It h a s been ca r r ied by b ra n ch es of 
m a n y of th e a bove-n a m ed t r ibes in to th e p la in s of Metoja 
a n d Kos ovo. It p reva ils a ls o, I believe, in a ll th e la rge 
Mos lem tr ibes , bu t deta ils of th e u s a ges a m on g th em I 
have not yet obtained.  

Th e m os t im por ta n t fa ct in Nor th Alba n ia is b lood-
ven gea n ce, wh ich is in deed th e old , old idea of 
purification by blood. It is spread throughout the land. All 
else is subservient to it.  

"Wh a t p rofit is life to a m a n if h is h on ou r be n ot 
clean?" To cleanse his honour no price is too great. And in 
th e m ou n ta in s th e in d ividu a l is s u bm erged t r ibe. He is 
a n s wera b le, too, for th e h on ou r of h is m eh a la , s om et im es 
indeed of his whole fis.  



Blood ca n be wiped ou t on ly with b lood . A b low a ls o 
dem a n ds b lood , s o do in s u lt in g words . On e of th e wors t 
in s u lts is th e m a rryin g of a gir l betroth ed to on e m a n , to 
another. Nothing but blood can cleanse it. 

Abdu ct ion of a gir l dem a n ds b lood , a s does of cou rs e 
adultery. This does not appear to be common. It entails so 
m u ch b lood th a t "th e ga m e is n ot wor th th e ca n d le." Th e 
b lood ta ken n eed n ot be th a t of th e a ctu a l offen der . It 
m u s t be m a le b lood of h is h ou s e or t r ibe. Th e u s a ge 
d iffers in va r iou s d is t r icts , a n d will be n oted in th e 
accounts of them.  

A m a n is a n s wera b le, too, for h is gu es t , a n d m u s t 
a ven ge a s t ra n ger th a t h a s pa s s ed bu t on e n igh t ben ea th 
h is roof, if on h is jou rn ey n ext da y h e be a t ta cked . Th e 
s a credn es s of th e gu es t is fa r -reachin g. A m a n wh o 
b rou gh t m e wa ter from h is h ou s e, th a t I m igh t d r in k by 
th e wa y, s a id th a t I n ow ra n ked a s h is gu es t , a n d th a t h e 
s h ou ld be bou n d by h is h on ou r to a ven ge m e s h ou ld 
a n yth in g h a ppen to m e before I h a d received h os p ita lity 
from another.  

Blood-ven gea n ce, s la yin g a m a n a ccord in g to th e 
la ws of h on ou r , m u s t n ot be con fou n ded with m u rder . 
Mu rder s ta r ts a b lood feu d . In b lood-ven gea n ce th e ru les 
of th e ga m e a re s t r ict ly obs erved . A m a n m a y n ot be s h ot 
for ven gea n ce wh en h e is with a wom a n n or with a child, 
n or wh en h e is m et in com pa n y, n or wh en bes a (oa th of 
pea ce) h a s been given . Th e two pa r t ies m a y s wea r s u ch 
a n oa th for a few weeks if th ey ch oos e, for bu s in es s 
pu rpos es . Th ere a re m en wh o, on a ccou n t of b lood , h a ve 
never been out alone for years.  

Wh en th e a ven ger h a s s la in h is vict im , h e fir s t 
rea ch es a p la ce of s a fety, a n d th en p rocla im s th a t h e h a s 
don e th e deed . He wis h es a ll to kn ow h is h on ou r is clea n . 
That he is now liable to be shot, and, if the blood be taken 
with in th e t r ibe, to h ea vy pu n is h m en t a ls o, is of m in or 
moment to him.  

In th e Du ka gh in i t r ibes th e cou n cil h a s power n ot 
merely to burn his house, but to destroy his crops, fell his 
t rees , s la u gh ter h is bea s ts , a n d con dem n h im to lea ve h is 
la n d u n worked . An in cred ib le a m ou n t of food-stu ff is 
yearly wasted, and land made desolate.  

Th e h ou s e is perh a ps n ot m erely th e h om e of 
h im s elf, h is wife a n d ch ild ren , bu t th a t of a wh ole fa m ily 
com m u n ity, for ty or fifty peop le. Th e la w is ca r r ied ou t to 
th e la s t let ter . It cru s h es th e in n ocen t a lon g with th e 



gu ilty; it is rem ors eles s , relen t les s . Bu t "it is th e Ca n on 
and must be obeyed."  

A m a n ca n s a ve h is h ou s e on ly if h e ca n retu rn to it 
a n d defen d it s u cces s fu lly for th ree da ys , s o th a t n o on e 
ca n a pproa ch n ea r en ou gh to s et fire to it . A "very brave 
m a n " wa s poin ted ou t to m e in Ber is h a , wh o h a s th ree 
times been condemned to have his house burnt, and each 
t im e s a ved it th u s . A m a n ca n a ls o s a ve h is p roper ty by 
in vit in g to th e h ou s e th e h ea d of a n oth er m eh a la , wh o 
m u s t th en decla re h im s elf h ou s e lord and take command. 
Th e h ou s e is th en , for th e t im e bein g, h is ; h e s u m m on s 
h is own m en to defen d it , a regu la r ba t t le m a y ta ke p la ce, 
a n d th e h ou s e be s a ved . Bu t it is u s u a l a t on ce to ca ll a 
cou n cil of Elders to s top th e wa rfa re. In s u ch a ca s e it is 
usu a l to bu rn on ly th e h ou s e, a n d s pa re th e crop a n d 
other property (Berisha).  

The Canon of Lek has but two punishments, fine and 
bu rn in g of p roper ty. Neith er dea th n or im pr is on m en t ca n 
be in flicted . Pr is on th ere is n on e. Dea th wou ld bu t s ta r t a 
n ew feu d . An d Lek 's ob ject a ppea rs to h a ve been to ch eck 
feud.  

In th e ca s e of a m a n a ccu s ed of m u rder , a n d 
a r ra ign ed before th e Elders , s h ou ld it occu r th a t th ey 
ca n n ot com e to a n y a greem en t a s to wh eth er h e be gu ilty 
or n ot , a n ew t r ia l ca n be m a de. Bu t th e Lord of Blood 
ra rely wa its for th is . He p refers to s h oot th e m a n th a t h e 
a ccu s es , a n d by s o doin g ren ders h im s elf lia b le to h ou s e-
bu rn in g, a n d to bein g s h ot in h is tu rn . Som etim es th e 
Gh a ks u r (ta ker of b lood) flies a n d s h elters with a n oth er 
t r ibe, lea vin g h is bu rnt-ou t fa m ily to s h ift for th em s elves . 
Or h is rela t ion s ta ke h im in , h elp pa y h is fin e for th e 
h on ou r of th em a ll is clea n ed by th e b lood-taking give 
h im , on e a s h eep , a n oth er a n ox, a n d h e h elps work th eir 
la n d t ill free to work h is own a ga in , a n d s o h e m a kes a 
fres h s ta r t . I h a ve m et m en bu rn t clea n ou t th ree t im es , 
but now in fairly flourishing condition.  

An y h ou s e to wh ich a Gh a ks u r flies for s h elter is 
bou n d to give h im food a n d p rotect ion ; h e is a gu es t , a n d 
a s s u ch s a cred . Th e La w of Blood h a s th u s h a d grea t 
in flu en ce in m ixin g th e popu la t ion of a ll th e wes tern s ide 
(a t lea s t ) of th e Ba lka n pen in s u la , Mon ten egr in s h a ve for 
cen tu r ies fled from "b lood" in to Alba n ia , a n d Alba n ia n s 
in to Mon ten egro. A la rge p ropor t ion of th e Serboph on e 
Mos lem s of Podgor itza a re s a id to der ive from 
Mon ten egr in s , wh o refu ged th ere from b lood in th e da ys 



wh en it wa s Tu rk is h ter r itory. Accord in g to th e Ca n on a 
m a n is a bs olu te m a s ter in h is own h ou s e, a n d , in th e 
u n m odified form of th e la w, h a s th e r igh t to k ill h is wife, 
a n d a n y of h is ch ild ren . My in form a n ts dou b ted wh eth er 
th e k illin g of th e wife wou ld be tolera ted n ow. Sh e wou ld 
be a ven ged by h er own fa m ily. A m a n m a y, h owever , k ill 
h is wife with th e con s en t of h er fa m ily. A ca s e in poin t 
took p la ce, I wa s told , recen t ly. Th e wife of a m ou n ta in 
m a n left h im a n d wen t down to Scu ta r i, wh ere s h e lived 
im m ora lly with th e s old iers , th ereby b la cken in g th e 
honour of her husband, and of her own family. 

Her h u s ba n d a ppea led to h er b roth er (h ea d of th e 
fa m ily), wh o ga ve h im th e ca r t r idge with wh ich h e s h ot 
h er a n d clea n ed th e h on ou r of th em a ll. Ha d s h e eloped 
with a man, he would have been held guilty and shot. She 
would not be punished, as the man would be held to have 
led h er a s t ra y. Bu t in th e a bove ca s e h er gu ilt wa s 
u n dou b ted . It is very ra re th a t a wom a n is k illed . To k ill a 
m a rr ied wom a n en ta ils two b loods b lood with h er 
husband's and with her own family.  

A wom a n is n ever lia b le for b lood-ven gea n ce, excep t 
in th e ra re ca s e of h er ta k in g it h ers elf. Bu t even th en 
th ere s eem s to be a feelin g th a t it wou ld be very ba d form 
to s h oot h er . I cou ld n ot h ea r of a recen t ca s e. I rou s ed 
th e grea tes t h orror by s a yin g th a t a wom a n wh o com m its 
a m u rder in En gla n d is by la w lia b le to th e s a m e 
pu n is h m en t a s a m a n . Sh a la is a wild t r ibe; it s h oots 
freely. Bu t a Sh a la m a n s a id , "It is im pos s ib le. Wh ere 
cou ld a m a n be fou n d wh o wou ld h a n g a wom a n ? No 
m ou n ta in m a n wou ld do it . It is a ba d la w. You m u s t be 
ba d peop le." He wa s a s gen u in ely s h ocked a s is a 
s u bu rba n m is s ion m eet in g over th e s a cr ifices of 
Da h om ey. Th e t r ibe ca n n ot pu n is h b loods h ed with in th e 
fa m ily grou p , e.g. if on e cou s in in a com m u n a l h ou s e k ill 
a n oth er . Th e h ea d of th e h ou s e is a rb iter . A m a n s a id 
n a ïvely on th is s u b ject , "How ca n s u ch a ca s e be 
pu n is h ed? A fa m ily ca n n ot owe its elf b lood?" To h im th e 
"fa m ily" wa s th e en t ity; th e in d ividu a l h a d n o s epa ra te 
existence. Marriage is arranged entirely by the head of the 
h ou s e. Th e ch ild ren a re betroth ed in in fa n cy or in u tero . 
Even ea r lier . A m a n will s a y to a n oth er with wh om h e 
wis h es to be a llied , "Wh en you r wife h a s a da u gh ter I 
wa n t h er for m y s on ." A wife is a lwa ys bou gh t . Th e in fa n t 
comes into the world irrevocably affianced, and part of the 
purchase-m on ey is a t on ce pa id . Sh e ca n m a rry n o oth er 



m a n , is s en t to h er u n kn own h u s ba n d wh en old en ou gh , 
a n d th e ba la n ce of th e p r ice h a n ded over . Th e h u s ba n d is 
bou n d to ta ke h er , n o m a t ter wh a t s h e is like, or fa ll in to 
b lood with h er fa m ily. Th e gir l m a y bu t it requ ires m u ch 
courage on her part refuse to marry the man. In that case 
s h e m u s t s wea r before witn es s es to rem a in virgin a ll h er 
life. Sh ou ld s h e b rea k th is vow, en d les s b loods h ed is 
ca u s ed . If h er fa th er s ell h er to a n oth er it en ta ils two 
bloods blood between her family and her first betrothed's, 
a n d b lood between h er h u s ba n d 's a n d h er betrothed's. 
Sh ou ld s h e m a ke a ru n -a wa y m a tch th ere is t r ip le b lood , 
a s h er fa m ily is a t b lood a ls o with h er h u s ba n d 's . In s u ch 
ca s es th e wom a n is fu r iou s ly b la m ed . "Sh e kn ew th e 
laws, and the amount of blood that must be shed."  

Th e m os t s in gu la r pa r t of th e bu s in es s is th e 
rea d in es s with wh ich m os t you th s a ccep t th e gir l bou gh t 
for th em . I n ever h ea rd of on e refu s in g, th ou gh I m et 
s evera l "Alba n ia n virgin s ," gir ls wh o h a d s worn virgin ity 
to escape their betrothed.  

Th e Ca th olic Ch u rch is m a k in g s t ren u ou s effor ts to 
s u ppres s in fa n t betroth a l by refu s in g to recogn is e it 
u n der th e a ge of fou r teen , a n d t ryin g th en to be s u re th a t 
th e gir l con s en ts , bu t a s yet lit t le p rogres s h a s been 
m a de. By th e Ca n on a m a n cou ld d ivorce h is wife by 
cu t t in g off a p iece of h er d res s a n d s en d in g h er h om e 
th u s d is figu red . Th e Ch u rch h a s n ot qu ite s u ppres s ed 
this among the Christian tribes. It is said to be a common 
pra ct ice a m on g th e Mos lem s . A m a n th ou gh m a rr ied m a y 
ta ke h is b roth er 's widow a s con cu b in e on e m on th a fter 
h is b roth er 's dea th , a ls o h is u n cle's or cou s in 's widow. 
Ch ild ren of s u ch u n ion s a re reckon ed legit im a te by th e 
peop le, a n d m a y even be con s idered to be th os e of th e 
fir s t h u s ba n d . In Ma lts ia e m a dh e th is cu s tom is n ow 
ext in ct ; bu t in Du ka gh in i a n d Pu la t i, in s p ite of a ll th e 
p r ies ts , it is qu ite com m on . Th rou gh ou t th e Mos lem 
tr ibes th is p ra ct ice p reva ils ; oth erwis e it is s a id to be ra re 
for a Mos lem tr ibes m a n to h a ve m ore th a n on e wife a t a 
time.  

(I wa s told in Mon ten egro th a t a h u n dred yea rs a go it 
wa s n ot u n com m on for a m a n to h a ve two wives . Pos s ib ly 
it wa s th is s a m e cu s tom .) Sh ou ld a wom a n bea r h er 
husband only daughters, the family on his death have the 
r igh t to tu rn h er ou t pen n iles s , th ou gh th ey h a ve s old a ll 
th e da u gh ters a t good p r ices . A wom a n believed capable 
of p rodu cin g on ly da u gh ters is va lu eles s , a n d ca n n ot 



h ope to m a rry a ga in . Sh ou ld h er own peop le be too poor 
to ta ke h er in , h er lot is m os t m is era b le. On th is poin t 
h u m a n er feelin gs a re begin n in g to p reva il. Th e b ir th of a 
da u gh ter is s t ill con s idered a m is for tu n e. Yet I wa s 
a s s u red everywh ere th a t th ere were m ore m en th a n 
women in the land, and young marriageable widows when 
for s a le a re s n a pped u p a t on ce, often fetch in g m ore th a n 
maidens.  

The rule as to whom a childless widow belongs seems 
to vary in different parts. In Kastrati and in Vukli (Maltsia 
e m a dh e) I wa s told s h e wa s th e p roper ty of h er fa th er or , 
in ca s e of h is decea s e, h is n ext h eir m a le. Sh ou ld s h e 
h a ve ch ild ren , s h e m u s t rem a in with h er h u s ba n d 's 
fa m ily to b r in g th em u p . Th e ch ild ren belon g to th e 
family not to her.  

In Du ka gh in i, s h ou ld s h e n ot be ta ken on a s 
con cu b in e by a m em ber of h er h u s ba n d 's fa m ily, h is 
fa m ily a n d h er fa m ily s h a re th e p r ice for wh ich th ey s ell 
her again.  

No m a n m a y s t r ike a wom a n bu t h er h u s ba n d or , if 
she be unmarried, her father. To do so entails blood.  

A wom a n in th e m ou n ta in s , in s p ite of th e s evere 
work s h e is forced to do, is in m a n y wa ys freer th a n th e 
wom en of Scu ta r i. Sh e s pea ks freely to th e m en ; is often 
very b r igh t a n d in telligen t , a n d h er op in ion m a y be a s ked 
a n d ta ken . I h a ve s een a m a n b r in g h is wife to give 
eviden ce in s om e ca s e u n der d is pu te. I h a ve a ls o s een th e 
wom en in ter fere to s top a qu a rrel, bu t wh ere th e fa m ily 
h on ou r is con cern ed th ey a re a s a n xiou s th a t b lood 
should be taken as are the men.  

Th e fa ct th a t a wife ca n n ot be ob ta in ed with ou t 
pa yin g for h er a m on g th e m ou n ta in t r ibes is on e of th e 
frequent causes of abduction.  

In Ma lts ia e m a dh e a gir l wh o h a s s worn virgin ity
"a n Alba n ia n virgin " ca n , if h er fa th er lea ve n o s on , 
in h er it la n d a n d work it . At h er dea th it goes to h er 
fa th er 's n ea res t h eir m a le. Th es e wom en a s a ru le wea r 
male dress and may carry arms.  

Th e p ra ct ice of wom en wea r in g m a le d res s exis ted 
also in that part of Montenegro known as the Brda, which 
in clu des th os e t r ibes th a t a re a ccord in g to t ra d it ion a llied 
by b lood to th os e of Alba n ia . Meda kovich , a Ru s s ia n 
t ra veller , records m eet in g on e a t Rova c in 1855 . Sh e h a d 
s worn virgin ity a n d ra n ked a s h er fa th er 's s on , h e h a vin g 
none.  



In Du ka gh in i, th ou gh I m et s evera l Alba n ia n Virgin s , 
I n eith er s a w n or h ea rd of a n in s ta n ce of a m a iden in 
male dress.  

Spa ce does n ot perm it fu r th er deta ils . I h a ve given 
s u fficien t on ly to m a ke th e followin g t ra vels 
comprehensible.    

CHAPTER III 
KASTRATI, SKRELI, GRUDA, AND HOTI  

"In a Som er Ses u n wh a n s ofte wa s th e Son n e 
Went I widen in the Worlde, Wonders to here." 

IT wa s Fr ida y, Ma y 8 , 1908 , a n d Scu ta r i wa s a s leep
even th e dogs were s t ill cu r led u p t igh t in th e gu t ters
wh en we s ta r ted on foot a n d pu rpos ely oozed ou t of th e 
town by th e wron g roa d in th e grey da wn in g. Th e k ir ijee 
a n d th e two h ors es m et u s in th e open . It wa s n ot u n t il 
we h a d m ou n ted th a t I felt th e jou rn ey h a d rea lly begu n 
at last.  

Th ere is a pecu lia r p lea s u re in r id in g ou t in to th e 
unknown a p lea s u re wh ich n o s econ d jou rn ey on th e 
same trail ever affords.  

Th e grea t m ou n ta in s towered m a u ve in th e beyon d 
a cros s th e p la in . We tu rn ed ou r h ors es off th e rou gh 
t ra ck , a n d , followin g th e k ir ijee, p lu n ged th em b rea s t -
deep in to p in k a s ph odel, h oa ry with dew, forcin g a 
pa s s a ge th rou gh it in a wide circu it over Fu s h a Stojit t ill 
we s t ru ck th e Serb villa ge of Vra ka a n d were well beyon d 
th e gen da rm er ie ou tpos ts . Wh eth er th is ela bora te 
p reca u t ion were n eces s a ry I dou b t . To m e it wa s 
unpleasing, but I had been assured by all the consulates I 
con s u lted th a t it wa s th e on ly wa y. It los t u s a n h ou r a n d 
a h a lf bu t a fforded grea t s a t is fa ct ion to th e k ir ijee a n d 
certainly added a Near Eastern flavour to the expedition.  

Vra ka greeted m e ch eerfu lly, bu t we left th e cowrie-
decked wom en beh in d u s a n d pu s h ed on . Beyon d 
Kopliku a s m a ll Mos lem tr ibe th e p la in r is es a n d is rocky 
in pa r ts . Its n a m e, Pu s topoj, a n obviou s corru p t ion of th e 
Servian pustopolje (desert land), tells of Servian days.  

Th e k ir ijee h ere los t th e t ra ck . We wa n dered 
fru it les s ly for a n h ou r a n d a h a lf t ill we s t ru ck th e d ry 
bed of th e Pron i Th a a t , a n d followin g it u p , ca m e to th e 
bridge that spans it Ura Zais and to the han. 



Wh a t with dodgin g Ezza d Bey's gen da rm er ie a n d 
los in g th e wa y, we h a d m a de lit t le p rogres s , bu t it wa s 
noon and past, so we halted for a midday meal.  

A h a n is u s u a lly a ra m s h a ck le s h a n ty th a t in 
England would not be thought fit for a cow of good family. 
Its win dow is iron -ba rred , a n d th e wooden fla p th a t s h u ts 
it by n igh t lets down by da y, a n d form s a s h elf on wh ich 
folk s it cros s -legged . With in , rows of bot t les a n d a ba rrel 
or two loom th rou gh th e da rkn es s . Fu rn itu re it h a s n on e, 
and its floor is mother earth.  

A fr ien d in n eed is a fr ien d in deed . Tra vellers m a ke a 
poin t of a bu s in g "th e m is era b le Tu rk is h h a n ." I forget a ll 
it s s h or tcom in gs a n d on ly rem em ber th e m a n y t im es I 
h a ve s tu m bled in s torm -dren ch ed a n d exh a u s ted , a n d it 
h a s wa rm ed a n d d r ied m e a n d revived m e with coffee a n d 
ra k ia . It h a s don e a ll it cou ld for m e wh ich is m ore th a n 
can be said for any hotel starred by Baedeker.  

We s a t ben ea th a ru de pergola of b ra n ch es with 
oth er wa yfa rers , Sk reli m en . We were n ow in th e la n ds of 
Skreli. Th e lively h a n jee ra t t led a wa y in Alba n ia n a n d 
Servian. His predecessor had been shot for blood, thirteen 
yea rs a go th ere wa s h is gra ve by th e pa th . Ta lk ra n on 
gh a k (b lood). Th ey t rea ted it from a ll poin ts of view, from 
th e s er iou s to th e h u m orou s , bu t m os t of a ll from th e 
point of view of the man that is born to it.  

An d from th is poin t of view m u s t it be s een to be 
understood. It is th e fa s h ion a m on g jou rn a lis ts a n d 
oth ers to ta lk of th e "la wles s Alba n ia n s "; bu t th ere is 
perh a ps n o oth er peop le in Eu rope s o m u ch u n der th e 
tyranny of laws.  

Th e u n writ ten la w of b lood is to th e Alba n ia n a s is 
th e Fu ry of Greek t ra gedy. It d r ives h im in exora b ly to h is 
doom . Th e cu rs e of b lood is u pon h im wh en h e is born , 
a n d it s en ds h im to a n ea r ly gra ve. So m u ch a ccu s tom ed 
is he to the knowledge that he must shoot or be shot, that 
it a ffects h is s p ir its n o m ore th a n does th e fa ct th a t "Ma n 
is m or ta l" s poil th e d in n er of a p lu m p t ra des m a n in Wes t 
Europe.  

The man whose honour has been soiled must cleanse 
it . Un t il h e h a s don e s o h e is degra ded in th e eyes of a ll
a n ou tca s t from h is fellows , t rea ted con tem ptu ou s ly a t a ll 
ga th er in gs . Wh en fin a lly folk pa s s h im th e gla s s of ra k ia 
beh in d th eir ba cks , h e ca n s h ow h is fa ce n o m ore a m on g 
them and to clean his honour he kills.  



An d les t you th a t rea d th is book s h ou ld cry ou t a t 
the "customs of savages," I would remind you that we play 
th e s a m e ga m e on a m u ch la rger s ca le a n d ca ll it wa r . 
An d n eith er is "b lood" or wa r s weep in gly to be 
condemned.  

Th e h a n jee told h ow a few da ys a go two m en (wh om 
h e n a m ed), b lood foes , h a d a cciden ta lly m et a t h is h a n . 
Bein g with fr ien ds a n d m eet in g u n der on e roof, it wa s n ot 
etiqu et te to s h oot . Th ey d ra n k coffee togeth er a n d beca m e 
s o fr ien d ly th ey s wore pea ce for s ix weeks . Th e com pa n y 
thought this an excellent joke and laughed heartily.  

Ha vin g fin is h ed ou r s cra m bled eggs a n d fr ied s lices 
of s h eep ch ees e, we s et ou t a ga in for Bra tos h i in Ka s tra t i 
Sypermi (Upper Kastrati) and soon entered Kastrati land.  

Th e t ra ck wou n d u p a m ou n ta in -s ide of ba re grey 
rocks . Th e h ors es , s or ry bea s ts a t bes t , were wea r ied ou t 
a n d th e res t of th e wa y h a d to be t ra m ped . Down below 
la y, like a ga rden , th e fer t ile p la in of Lower Ka s tra t i, a n d 
Scu ta r i La ke b la zed s ilver in th e a ftern oon ligh t . It wa s 
a ks h a m , pa s t we h a d been th ir teen h ou rs on th e wa y
when we finally came to the church of Bratoshi.  

Th e you n g Fra n cis ca n in ch a rge m a de u s very 
welcom e, a n d h is ch a rm in g old m oth er bu s t led rou n d to 
make ready supper.  

Th e n a m e Ka s tra t i is s a id to der ive from th e La t in 
ca s t ru m , wh ich is n ot im pos s ib le, for th e m a in roa d from 
Scodra to Dioclea m u s t h a ve pa s s ed th rou gh Lower 
Kastrati and have needed guards to protect it.  

Th e t r ibes m en , h owever , rela te th a t th eir n a m e 
com es from th eir h ero, George Ka s tr iot i, th e grea t 
Sken derbeg. "Wh en Sken derbeg d ied we s a t by th e 
wayside and wept. The Turk came by and said, 'Why weep 
ye? ' a n d we s a id , 'We weep beca u s e we h a ve los t ou r 
s word !' An d h e s a id , 'I will be you r ch ief s word '" 
(Sergherdé).  

"Th en h e rea d u s th e Sh er ia t (Tu rk is h La w) a n d s a id , 
'You m u s t cea s e you r gr ief. Ta ke off you r b la ck Gh u rd i'" 
(th e b la ck , s h or t ja cket wh ich , a ccord in g to t ra d it ion , is 
m ou rn in g for George Sken derbeg a n d n a m ed a fter h im ) 
"'and put on the Turkish Ghiubé.' 

"But we answered, 'Christians are we, and Christians 
h a ve we ever been ! We ca n n ot ta ke Tu rk is h la w. Neith er 
ca n we wea r Tu rk is h ga rb . We a re ru led by th e Ca n on of 
Lek Du ka gh in .' Th en h e offered u s th e wa is tcoa t th a t we 



s t ill ca ll J elek , s a yin g, 'J e Lek '" (Th ou a r t Lek .) "So ca m e 
we under the Turk."  

Th is cu r iou s lit t le ta le with its fa n ta s t ic etym ology is 
of grea t in teres t , in a s m u ch a s it defin itely con n ects 
Sken derbeg with a n or th ern t r ibe. For it is m ore p roba b le 
th a t h e s h ou ld h a ve ta ken h is n a m e from th e p la ce th a n 
the place from him.   

 

BOY OF KASTRATI.  

Ka s tra t i con s is ts of on e ba r ia k of five h u n dred 
houses and, as do all tribes, has a definite tale of origin. It 
t ra ces des cen t from th e fa m ou s figh t in g s tock , 
Dreka lovich of Ku ch i, wh ich in tu rn der ives from Ber is h a , 
by tradition one of the oldest of all Albanian tribes. Kuchi, 
s in ce th e wa r of '76 '77 , h a s been in clu ded polit ica lly 
with in th e Mon ten egr in fron t ier . Actu a lly, it fir s t th rew in 
its lot with Mon ten egro in 1835 , bu t togeth er with Piper i, 
a n oth er t r ibe of a t a n y ra te pa r t ia lly Alba n ia n b lood
revolted in 1845 wh en Pr in ce Da n ilo t r ied to m a ke th em 
pa y ta xes . Th e r is in g wa s s u ppres s ed , bu t Ku ch i revolted 
a ga in la ter . Mon ten egro owes th e s u bs equ en t a cqu is t ion 



of th e ter r itory to th e h erois m a n d m ilita ry s k ill of Ma rko 
Dreka lovich , wh o with h is t r ibe, a fter h a r ryin g th e Turks 
of Podgor itza for m a n y yea rs , s ick of Tu rk is h ru le, join ed 
forces with Prince Nikola when war against the Turks was 
p rocla im ed . He lies bu r ied on th e h eigh ts of Medu n , th e 
Turkish stronghold which he captured after a heavy siege, 
and his name is famous alike in Albania and Montenegro.  

The Kuchi are now largely (entirely?) Serbophone and 
Orthodox. When they became so I do not know.  

From Dreka lovich , th en , "a lon g wh ile a go" ca m e on e 
Delt i with h is s even s on s to th e la n d of Ka s tra t i. Th ey 
fou gh t th e peop le th ey fou n d th ere, s a id to be Serbs , bea t 
them, took land and settled. And from Delti and his seven 
s on s des cen d th ree h u n dred h ou s es of Ka s tra t i. Th e 
rem a in in g two h u n dred a re of m ixed or igin ; s om e, 
dou b t les s with t ru th , a re s a id to der ive from th e 
con qu ered Serbs . Th ey a re a ll n ow Ca th olic or Mos lem , 
a n d Alba n oph on e bu t Serb n a m es , n ota b ly Popovich , 
show they have not always been so.  

Th e n ea res t a pproa ch to a da te th a t I ob ta in ed wa s 
th a t th e Ch u rch of Gru da wa s th e oldes t in Ma lts ia e 
m a dh e, a n d wa s 380 yea rs old , a n d th a t th e Ch u rch of 
Bra tos h i Ka s tra t i th ird oldes t wa s bu ilt s oon a fter th e 
Delt i s et t led . Th is defin ite s ta tem en t , th a t th e Delt i 
a r r ived les s th a n 380 yea rs a go, is of m u ch in teres t , a s in 
s p ite of th e Sken derbeg s tory in th e la n d , it m a kes th eir 
arrival subsequent to Skenderbeg's death (1467).  

Sken derbeg's p la ce of or igin is wra pped in m ys tery. 
Ma n y p la ces cla im h im . Accord in g to th e m os t recen t 
res ea rch (s ee Pa s tor 's Lives of th e Popes , a n d Her tzbu rg's 
Byzantiner und Osmanen), Skenderbeg was of Slav origin, 
pa s s ed h is life in h is n a t ive m ou n ta in s , a n d fir s t lea p t to 
fa m e wh en h e bea t th e Tu rks a t Debra in 1444 , a n d 
in a u gu ra ted Alba n ia n in depen den ce; a n d th e ta le of h is 
ca p t ivity a m on g th e Tu rks is m yth ica l. Du fres n e du 
Ca n ge, qu ot in g Fla viu s Com n en u s , gives a s Sken derbeg's 
great-gra n dfa th er , on e "Con s ta n t in u s Ca s tr iotu s , 
cogn om en to Mes erech u s , Æ m a th iæ et Ca s tor iæ 
Princeps."  

Mes erech u s m u s t be s u rely th e m odern Ma zreku , 
n ow a pa r is h of Pu la t i; a n d if Æ m a th iæ m a y be ta ken a s 
Ma t ija , it wou ld a ccou n t en t irely for Sken derbeg's fa th er 
bein g Lord of Kroja , s in ce Ma tija lies ju s t beh in d Kroja . 
Th es e two n a m es , a n d th e fa ct th a t h e wa s a Ca th olic, 
con n ect h im en t irely with th e Nor th , a n d m a ke th e 



popu la r ta le th a t h e der ived from Ca s tor ia , in th e s ou th -
east, highly improbable.  

Wh erea s , if th e fa m ily or igin a ted from Ka s tra t i, th e 
t ra d it ion th a t th e Sla v in h a b ita n ts th ere were 
overwh elm ed a n d d is p la ced by th e Alba n ia n Ku ch i, wou ld 
a ccou n t for th e fa ct th a t n o m ore defin ite ta le of 
Skenderbeg, than the one quoted, exists there.  

It is a n in teres t in g fa ct th a t m os t of th e celeb ra ted 
lea ders of Nor th Alba n ia a n d Mon ten egro s eem to h a ve 
been of mixed Serbo-Albanian blood.  

I fou n d Ka s tra t i ru in g th e da y wh en it h a d a ccep ted 
the mixed rule of tribe and Djibal.  

Alrea dy a t th e h a n I h a d lea rn ed wh y Scu ta r i wa s 
refu s in g perm is s ion to t ra vel in th e m ou n ta in s . Th e t r ibes 
of Ma lts ia e m a dh e, exa s pera ted a ga in s t Sch a h ir Bey, th e 
th en Sergh erdé, were in open defia n ce. Th eir ch a rges 
a ga in s t h im were m a n y a n d b it ter , a n d th ey s wore th ey 
would have no more of him.  

I had planned to stay some days at Bratoshi, but was 
u rged to go a t on ce to Skreli to th e Fea s t of th e 
Tra n s la t ion of St . Nikola s , th e t r iba l s a in t , wh ere th e 
t r ibes wou ld ga th er in th eir bes t a r ra y. So, a s a ll th e 
wor ld wa s goin g to Skreli, to Skreli I wen t . Am on g ou r 
com pa n y wa s a Ka s tra t i m a n from Podgor itza in 
Mon ten egro, wh ith er h e h a d fled from b lood s om e yea rs 
a go. He s poke Serb well, a n d wa s in th e h igh es t s p ir its , 
for th e fa ct th a t by com in g to th e fea s t h e r is ked h is life, 
added much spice to the outing.  

"How m a n y h a ve you k illed?" I a s ked . "Eigh t u p t ill 
to-da y," s a id h e ch eerfu lly. A Mos lem h a d s h ot on e of h is 
s on s , wh ereon h e h a d s h ot fou r of th a t Mos lem 's n ea r 
relatives, and flitted over the border. It pleased him much. 
Th e Mos lem wou ld m in d it fa r m ore th a n bein g s h ot 
h im s elf. He joked a bou t h is fellow-tr ibes m en : "Wild 
people," said he.  

"Art th ou wild , too?" I a s ked . "No, n o," s a id h e, 
a dd in g with a bea m in g s m ile: "I've k illed m a n y m en 
th ou gh , Ch r is t ia n s a n d Mos lem s , a n d God willin g, I will 
shoot some more. Now I am going to pray to St. Nikola."  

He h a d a s on in t ra in in g a s a Mon ten egr in officer , 
a n d wa s lou d in p ra is e of Pr in ce Nikola . His gra n d-
ch ild ren will p roba b ly be Or th odox a n d Serboph on e, a n d 
h is grea t-gra n dch ild ren s wea r th ey h a ve been Serb from 
th e begin n in g of t im e. An d th u s for cen tu r ies h a ve th e 
Balkan races been made.  



Th e t ra ck to Brzh eta led u p over s ton es to th e r idge 
of th e m ou n ta in , wh ere a rou gh wa ll m a rked th e fron t ier 
of Ka s tra t i a n d Skreli, a n d th en down a s ton y zigza g, too 
s teep for th e h ors es , wh ich were led rou n d . Th e ch u rch 
a n d ch u rch -h ou s e s ta n d in th e va lley of th e Pron i Th a a t . 
Th e p r ies t of Sk reli, wh os e own b is h op des cr ibes h im a s 
"t in y bu t ter r ib le," b r im m in g with en ergy a n d h os p ita lity, 
was making great preparations for guests. On a feast-day, 
he declared, two or three more or less made no difference, 
he could find room for me somewhere.  

Beyon d th e green bed of th e va lley ros e, s n ow-
ca pped , th e wa ll of m ou n ta in th a t pa r ts Sk reli from th e 
Pulati tribes. Skreli tells a tale of origin from Bosnia.  

I pa id vis its . Th e peop le, m os t fr ien d ly, were 
deligh ted to let m e "write" th eir h ou s es . Th ey a re of s ton e 
with t iled roof. Th e grou n d floor is s ta b le. Th e dwellin g-
room a bove is a pproa ch ed by a n ou ts ide s ta irca s e of 
s ton e or wood , wh ich lea ds often to a la rge covered 
ba lcon y. Th e win dows a re few a n d s m a ll. Th e fire is lit on 
a n open h ea r th a t on e en d , th e s m oke es ca p in g th rou gh 
th e u n ceiled roof. Beh in d th e h ea r th is a reces s in th e 
wa ll to con ta in cook in g u ten s ils . Ma n y h ou s es h a ve a 
wa t t led la rder s ta n d in g on pos ts in th e ya rd , es pecia lly to 
keep milk in. Every house expected guests.  

 

In th e even in g th e p r ies t 's gu es ts bega n a r r ivin g two 
Fra n cis ca n s , two p r ies ts , a n d la s t n ot lea s t , th e depu ty 
Arch b is h op of Scu ta r i a n d th e fu n bega n . As ea ch a n d 



h is reta in ers got with in h owlin g d is ta n ce th ey yelled 
aloud, hailing their host.  

Th e p r ies t of Sk reli th en da s h ed wild ly to th e 
win dow, lea n ed per ilou s ly fa r ou t , a n d h u r led h is voice 
ba ck , a t th e s a m e t im e em ptyin g a revolver . Th e vis itor 
rep lied with a volley, rode u p fu ll cla t ter , ru s h ed u ps ta irs 
a n d h elped to yell a n d fire greet in gs a t th e n ext com er . 
Th ey were a ll you n g, a n d were in th e h igh es t s p ir its for a 
m ou n ta in m is s ion p r ies t gets very lit t le fu n in h is life
wh en th e Arch b is h op tu rn ed u p . Fin d in g th em th ere, h e 
p reten ded a t fir s t to be s evere, for th e fea s t -da y to-
m orrow wa s a Su n da y, a n d with ou t h is perm is s ion n on e 
were s u ppos ed to a bs en t th em s elves from th eir own 
pa r is h es on a Su n da y. However , th ey a ll vowed th a t a ll 
th eir own pa r is h ion ers were com in g to th e fea s t , a n d th a t 
it wa s th eir du ty to com e a n d look a fter th em , a n d th e 
Arch b is h op wa s s oon a s fes t ive a s every on e els e. 
Mea n t im e gu es ts were a r r ivin g a t a ll th e oth er h ou s es , 
a n d a con t in u ou s r ifle-fire s wis h ed a n d tore down th e 
valley. We sat down to supper, a most ecclesiastical party. 
I fou n d m ys elf on th e r igh t h a n d of th e Arch b is h op , th e 
s olita ry fem a le a m on g s ix ch u rch m en . Bu t th ey a ll s poke 
some language I did, were immensely kind, and all invited 
me to visit their tribes. 

After s u pper wa s a s in g-s on g, th e typ ica l Alba n ia n 
s on gs th a t a re like n oth in g els e. Th e Alba n ia n s ca le is n ot 
a s th e m odern Eu ropea n s ca le, bu t is a ll s em i-ton es a n d 
fra ct ion a l ton es . Nor h a s th e m u s ic regu la r t im e. Its 
rh yth m is h u rr ied or s la cken ed a ccord in g to th e s in ger 's 
dramatic instinct, and the words are incredibly drawn out 
over lon g m in or tu rn s a n d u ps a n d down s th a t few 
En glis h th roa ts cou ld im ita te. To th e u n in it ia ted it s eem s 
to begin n owh ere a n d lea ve off a n ywh ere, u n t il, a fter a 
few weeks , th e ea r , a ccu s tom ed a s it were to a n ew 
language, recognises both tune and rhythm, and airs that 
a t fir s t s eem ed a ll a like becom e d is t in ct . Th ey a re 
n a t ion a l a n d or igin a l a n d n ot with ou t ch a rm , a n d a re 
s u n g a lwa ys a t th e top of th e voice, a n d th a t a n a r t ificia l 
on e, h igh for m en , low for wom en . Th e two s exes s in g s o 
m u ch a like th a t I on ce m is took th e voice of a lit t le gir l of 
th ir teen s in gin g in th e n ext room for th a t of a m a n . Her 
deligh ted pa ren ts s a id , "Sh e h a s in deed a very bea u t ifu l 
voice." 

Ma rko a n d th e ch u rch m en a ll h a d h u ge voices a n d 
th e roof ra n g. On e s on g wa s of a widow wh o h a d two 



s on s . Th e elder wen t to th e m ou n ta in a n d tu rn ed robber . 
His m oth er believed h im dea d . Th e you n ger s ta yed with 
h er , bu t h a vin g to cros s th e m ou n ta in s for bu s in es s wa s 
s h ot a t from beh in d a rock a n d m or ta lly wou n ded . As h e 
la y dyin g th e two b roth ers recogn is ed on e a n oth er . 
Horr ified , th e elder wa s a bou t to s h oot h im s elf, wh en th e 
you n ger cr ied , "Do n ot k ill both ou r m oth er 's s on s . Go to 
her and tell her I have gone to a far country, and that you 
will s ta y with h er ." He d ied , a n d th e robber retu rn ed 
home. 

An oth er wa s of a you th wh o h a d gon e to vis it a 
fr ien d . He ra pped on th e door with th e bu t t of h is 
revolver. It went off and killed him, and the song mourned 
his fate. 

Th e fea s t rea lly fell on th e Sa tu rda y. It wa s kep t on 
Su n da y beca u s e Sa tu rda y is a fa s t -da y, a n d you ca n n ot 
fea s t with ou t roa s t m u t ton . Ea r ly Su n da y m orn in g th e 
gu es ts pou red down th e zig-za g in a livin g ca ta ra ct on th e 
on e s ide, a n d flocked from th e va lleys on th e oth er from 
Hoti, from Ka s tra t i a n d Boga , a ll in th eir bes t m en firs t , 
th eir wom en followin g. As ea ch ba tch ca m e in s igh t of th e 
ch u rch th ey yelled for th e p r ies t ; ba n g, ba n g wen t fifty 
r ifles a t on ce; s wis h -ish-is h flew th e bu llets ; pop , pop , 
pop , pop , pop , pop rep lied th e p r ies t 's old s ix-shooter. 
Before m idda y th e m eet in g-grou n d rou n d th e ch u rch wa s 
pa cked with m a gn ificen t s pecim en s of h u m a n ity. Th e 
vis itor to Scu ta r i ra rely s ees th e rea lly fin e m ou n ta in 
man h e is eith er a t feu d with th e Govern m en t or owes 
blood, and sends his women to the town when business is 
necessary. 

Etiquette dem a n ded th a t th e Skreli peop le, bein g th e 
h os ts , s h ou ld n ot wea r th eir bes t cloth es , it is for th e 
gu es ts to do a ll th e pea cock in g. An d pea cock th ey d id . 
Ma n y ca r r ied s p len d id s ilver -m ou n ted wea pon s , a n d even 
th ou gh wea r in g revolvers , th ru s t grea t s ilver ra m rods in 
th eir belts , for "s wa gger ." Sn ow-wh ite h ea dwra ps da zzled 
in th e s u n cr im s on a n d gold d jem a da n s a n d jeleks , th e 
s h or t b la ck gh u rd i, a n d th e s p len d id ly decora t ive b la ck 
b ra id in g of th e t igh t-fit t in g ch a ks h ir (t rou s ers ), a n d th e 
h ea vy s ilver wa tch a n d p is tol ch a in s s et la vis h ly with th e 
fa ls e ru b ies a n d tu rqu ois e loved of th e m ou n ta in m a n set 
off th e lea n s u pp le figu res to th e grea tes t a dva n ta ge. Th e 
m a jor ity belon ged to th e lon g-fa ced , a qu ilin e-n os ed type, 
with lon g, well-cu t ja wbon e, eyebrows th a t s lope 
down wa rds , a n d eith er h a zel eyes a n d b rown h a ir , or 



grey-blue eyes and fair hair . All had shaven heads, the 
unshaven patch varying in shape and posit ion. To study 
head-tu fts one must go to church fest ivals. Only then are 
a number seen uncovered.  


